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Church News 2020  (ChurchofJesusChrist.org)  

March 12-  In response to Coronavirus, First presidency suspends church gatherings worldwide. 

March 13- Church temporarily suspends proxy temple work worldwide, live ordinances to continue in many 
areas. 

March 16-  several church historic sites have been closed. 

March 19-  April general conference will mark the only time in Church history a general conference has been 
shared digitally with an exclusively remote congregation. 

March 20- Church recalling many missionaries to home countries, MTC’s to not receive new missionaries.

March 23-  All ten MTC’s are closing, Nonnative missionaries to return from Mexico,  Vietnam and India. 

March 25-  Every temple of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will be closed due to continued 
COVID-19 concerns.  

March 26- Shortened length of service for missionaries returning to the U. S. and Canada.

April 1- First presidency announced additional options for the thousands of missionaries returning home due to 
COVID-19 concerns, as well as those training or with call in hand. President Nelson introduced a new symbol 
for the Church and explained its significance. This new symbol is a continuation of the effort he felt inspired to 
initiate in August 2018 to focus on the Church’s divinely revealed name.

April 5- New issue of the proclamation: The restoration of the fulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ is announced.  
Eight new temples are announced. 

April 21- First presidency issues statement encouraging participation in 2020 United States census

April 30- Church properties for camps and conferences to close, treks and church pageants cancelled for 2020.

May 11- Seventeen more temples will open for living sealing ordinances part of the phased reopening plan 
during the coronavirus pandemic. 

May 19- First presidency provides guidelines for safely returning to church meetings and activities. 

May 20- Global sacred clothing production facilities temporarily produce masks and gowns. 

June 12- Exceptions to dress standards announced for missionaries.

July 29- Salt Lake temple time capsule is opened 128 years later. 

Aug 24- First presidency announces new online system for temple prayer roll. 

Nov 7- Church begins limited, deliberate and cautions missionary assignments outside 
countries of origin.

Nov 20- The prophet releases a message on the healing power of gratitude.

Dec 7- Some temples will soon begin phase 3 of reopening.  

Jan 19-  The first presidency and apostles over age 70 receive the COVID-19 vaccine. 

New church symbol
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Church News 2020  (ChurchofJesusChrist.org) 

Although words such as “quarantine,” “closed,” “canceled,” “paused,” and “postponed” have 

peppered global conversations this year, 2020 has been anything but a slow time for The Church 

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The novel coronavirus disrupted and altered life in countless 

ways. But much of what is essential to the Church continued uninterrupted.

The Church’s humanitarian efforts grew in unprecedented ways. The faith’s response to the 

pandemic became the largest humanitarian project in Church history. Weekly worship in chapels 

came to a temporary halt in March, but the faith’s culture of home-centered gospel study helped 

Latter-day Saints adapt to worship and scripture study from home. Most missionaries were 

called back to their home countries or asked to spend more time in isolation, but missionaries 

continue to share messages of Jesus Christ online. Temples closed for a few months before a 

cautious and careful phased reopening began in May. In-person gatherings for general 

conferences and other large meetings were cancelled, but messages of Church leaders 

continued to reach a global membership thanks to the blessing of technology.
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Church News 2020 (ChurchofJesusChrist.org) 

The Humanitarian Response to COVID-19 and Other Significant Disasters

The Church has donated cash and commodities to support more than 1,000 COVID-19 relief efforts around the 

globe. This includes partnerships with Convoy of Hope, Feeding America, Partnership with Native Americans, the 

Salvation Army, the United Way, and the World Food Programme. Food donations also increased and were 

distributed nationwide in the United States. The Church also responded to many natural disasters around the 

world, including wildfires in the western United States, hurricanes in the southern United States and Central 

America, and typhoons in the Philippines.

Messages of Hope and Healing from the Prophet

President Russell M. Nelson shared several messages of hope and healing throughout the year, including a prayer of 

gratitude and invitations to people everywhere to help heal fractured relationships and communities. His video message of 

November 20 was viewed tens of millions of times, and social media users used the #GiveThanks hashtag in millions of 

posts about gratitude.

Some people of other faiths expressed appreciation for the message. “I saw this as an outsider, namely a Jewish one,” one 

commenter on Facebook said. “I am intent on my own faith, but I wanted to say this was an inspiriting presentation and a 

prayer that people of all faiths can appreciate.” A Catholic woman added, “I found this posted many times through my 

friends’ stories. What a beautiful message from a faith-filled leader.”

A health care worker said the prophet’s words helped her discover peace on the pandemic’s medical frontlines. “I have been 

working as a COVID nurse since March,” she wrote. “Literally this week I’ve cried so many times and have said how angry I 

still am about everything. Everyone else seems to have moved on and I still have to look at it in the face every week and try 

to fight back. I have been SO MAD. This message found me at the perfect time, and this time I cried tears of relief. I can 

finally feel the emotional burden lifting.”

President Nelson also invited Latter-day Saints to join in two global fasts for pandemic relief, called for racial harmony and a 

urged respect for human dignity.

President Russell M. Nelson
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Murrieta Stake Boundaries
2020

Murrieta Stake consist of seven wards:  Alta Murrieta, California Oaks, Las Brisas,
Murrieta Springs YSA, Murrieta, Oso Oro, Winchester 

The Murrieta Springs YSA ward covers outside of the Murrieta Stake boundaries 
including Menifee, Lake Elsinore and Temecula Stakes.
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Murrieta California Stake Presidency
2020

President Michael Payne
Murrieta Stake First Counselor

President Richard Whittier
Murrieta Stake President

President Tony Morris
Murrieta Stake Second Counselor
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Stake Presidency 2020
Richard Whittier, Stake President 

The first half of the year 2020 has been the 
year of the missionary for me. The 
Coven-19 virus had a major impact on 90% 
of the missionaries from our Stake. Many 
were asked to terminate their mission due to 
health concerns, other were dramatically 
flown home to beat international flight shut 
downs. There were a few that needed to be 
trained in their home instead of the MTC 
were they were originally assigned.  It 
seemed that most of my time as Stake 
President was interviewing, releasing and 
setting apart missionaries as they were 
reassigned to new missions.  I have loved 
working with these faithful young servants 
as they took all the set backs and change of 
plans with no complaints and with 
tremendous faith. They have all been an 
inspiration to me about how to handle 
adversities and set backs without losing 
their enthusiasm and testimonies.  It has 
been a great honor to work with young 
people from March until July when they 
were all finally reassigned.

As is our tradition in the Stake presidency, we 
start off the year training all our Ward Council 
members In January as we start our Ward 
Conference season. Then we proceed to visit each 
ward on Ward Conference Sunday to teach and 
mingle with the Ward members. One highlight of 
this year’s Ward Conferences was a dinner with 
all the Bishops and their wives.  For the first time 
as a presidency we were able to get to know the 
Bishops wives and have a fun evening together. 
Many Bishops mentioned that it was the best 
activity they had experienced as Bishops. Also as 
part of our Ward Conferences we took each 
Elder’s Quorum President out to breakfast for a 
more informal way to show our appreciation for 
their fine efforts. We also divide our Stake 
leadership up with the Ward leadership to go and 
visit from two to three families or individuals 
each.  It is a great way for the Stake leadership to 
get to know the Ward members and to help people 
progress in the gospel.
 
This global pandemic has been a blessing in many 
ways. We have seen the Wards respond in very 
creative ways to continue to have Ward lessons 
via zoom. We have seen the organizations through 
the Wards and Stake have been so cleaver in 
having many social distancing events that have 
shown the members they are loved. As a Stake 
presidency we have done short monthly video 
broadcast on different topics to help the members 
feel our love and concern for them. Every member 
I interact with has told me they have enjoyed the 
family focus of their gospel study. The virus has 
forced us all to reduce and simplify our church 
lives and focus on Coming to Christ in very 
personally ways.  

President Whittier with his wife Stephanie
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Stake Presidency 2020
Richard Whittier, Stake President 

2020 has been all about managing the Murrieta 
Stake through the world-wide pandemic. 
Sometime in late August our Stake was given 
permission to restart in-person church meetings 
with limited numbers in attendance at Sacrament 
meeting. The Murrieta Stake opted to hold all 
meetings outside, even though the temperatures 
were very warm. As a Stake Presidency, we felt 
that the saints needed to be together on Sundays 
after being separated from one another for many 
months. We also realized that there was a strong 
possibility that indoor meetings could be 
discontinued and we wanted to have consistency in 
our meetings and not have stops and starts in how 
we handled meetings each week. We have found 
that over the months since we started holding 
outdoor church that the members in most all Wards 
were grateful to be together each week. We put a 
strong emphasis on wearing masks and 
maintaining social distance while outdoors to help 
avoid any virus being spread during church 
meetings. Through out all of 2020 we heard that no 
one had caught the virus at church.  We also found 
that the majority of members came to outdoor 
church even though they could view the meetings 
via zoom.  We also found that many wards had 
upwards of 80% to 90% of their Pre-Covid 
attendance at outdoor meetings.
 
The Murrieta Stake put a strong emphasis on 
making sure the youth were our top priority once 
we were able to meet again.  The youth met The 
Murrieta Stake put a strong emphasis on making 
our sure our youth were engaged in gospel learning 
and activities once we were able to have social 
interaction. The youth met after Sacrament 
meetings each week for instruction from their 
youth leaders and Sunday School teachers. We also 
requested that all wards hold weekly youth 
activities, either outside or via Zoom.  We tried to 
schedule larger youth events on a  Stake basis but 
each time they were cancelled based on the County 
restrictions at the time the event was scheduled.
 

During this Covid year we continued to hold our Stake 
Leadership meetings primarily via zoom as regular as before 
the virus. The agenda was free of the usual activities and 
stressed trying to have as normal a church experience as 
possible. Ministering has always been a priority even as many 
members cannot be seen personally. All auxiliaries have tried 
to create virtual and safe events were possible. These few 
activities will be covered in their individual auxiliary 
histories.
 
We held a Stake Priesthood meeting via zoom but we had the 
speakers all assembled and speaking in one home so the 
meeting would feel more intimate. We spoke about receiving 
revelation on a level that we felt the young men could 
understand.

The Stake Presidencies made a habit of producing videos for 
the Stake to view that centered around different events during 
the year.  We felt that these videos would provide gospel 
learning but would also help our members feel like we cared 
about them and that we wanted to still be their leaders but in a 
more virtual way. We found that the videos were very well 
received and viewed by many. Here is the list of videos we 
sent out in 2020:
 

1.Just before April General Conference – A 
Celebration of the Restoration
2.Easter- Beautiful Savior
3.Pioneer Day- Pioneers in our Stake
4.Christmas- The excitement and expectations for 
Christmas and Christ’s return

 

Stephanie & Rick Whittier
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Stake Presidency 2020
Richard Whittier, Stake President 

Throughout the Pandemic, our Stake has strived to 
maintain a focus on the work of salvation.  We were 
effective in holding weekly missionary huddles in each 
ward.  We have continued to have teaching opportunities 
and baptisms in each ward as a result of using zoom to 
meet as a missionary contingent weekly.  Out Stake has 
tried to support the change in missionary work to be very 
social media focused instead of the traditional tracking 
methods.  We have asked that the members provide gospel 
oriented personal videos to post to the missionaries 
Facebook page. Producing videos has been a struggle for 
many Wards but we are beginning to change the culture as 
members discover that this social media form of 
missionary work is here to stay and is not just a pandemic 
related change. Our weekly Ward Family History huddles 
have not been as successful. They are being held in each 
ward but not as regularly has we would wish.  We have 
changed our focus from finding a name to take to the 
Temple to teaching members how to add to their family 
trees. We had great success with finding names for the 
temple in previous years, but this new focus has been more 
challenging. Our Stake Family History Committee has 
worked hard to put together an online learning program 
that will help members increase their understanding of and 
desire to do Family History.  Our San Diego Temple has 
been closed to members to do work for the dead since the 
pandemic started.  This Temple closure has been sorely felt 
by the members. I believe that our members will never 
take the Temple for granted again, once it is open again.
 
The year 2020 will be remembered as one of the most 
challenging years of our lives but there have been many 
blessings also.  Many members have increased their gospel 
study time and have grown in faith and charity. We have 
seen our members protected from death from the virus, as 
we have had no one perish.  The members have been 
kinder to each other as they realize how much they need 
the fellowship and comradery that church activity brings. 
We have seen great joy and gratitude expressed for the 
sacrament and for meeting together oft to love and care for 
each other.  We are a stronger Stake for having endured 
this pandemic together.  We want the virus to go away 
soon, but we have been very blessed as a result of gospel 
living and Christ-like service that our church membership 
has provided in the face of this world-wide struggle.
 

   Stephanie & Rick Whittier
   

I am personally very grateful to serve with so many 
wonderful members in the Murrieta Stake. We have 
many dynamic leaders and servants that love the Lord 
and are faithful to their covenants. I love our Prophet 
and the Apostles that lead our Church. I love my 
Heavenly Father and his plan of salvation that allows 
us to reach our full divine potential. I am grateful for 
our Savior and for his atonement that provides us a 
way to overcome our sins and imperfections. I am 
thankful for my membership in the Lord’s church that 
provides us a better way to live and ultimately greater 
peace in our lives.
 
President Whittier
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Stake Presidency 2020
Mike Payne, First Counselor 

I have been serving in the stake presidency of the Murrieta 
Stake for 8 ½ years.  The first three years as second 
counselor in the last 5 ½ years as first counselor. My wife 
Lisa and I have four children.  Our oldest is married and 
studying in Idaho our second is at BYU Provo and I have 
two teenagers who are a senior and freshman in high 
school. 

I consider this last 8 ½ years to be some of the most 
rewarding years of my life. The brotherhood in unity that I 
have felt with all members of the stake presidency has 
been unparalleled to any other calling in which I have 
served.  I love these great men as well as our high 
councilman, our stake council and the respective ward 
leaders. I am humbled to serve and learn from them.

This year has been a unique year. A year that I would hope 
to not mimic. However, through this year, I have seen great 
miracles performed through the priesthood and through 
obedience and direction from our respective priesthood 
leaders. Further, I have witnessed a greater unity within the 
Stake as we live through medical, political and racial 
upheaval.  Through it all, I remind myself often of Joseph’s 
words in difficult times during Zion’s camp in Fishing River, 
where he proclaimed “God is in the storm”. 

Though I have several responsibilities that I have been 
asked to direct such as physical facilities, emergency 
response, self-reliance and financial audits, I would like to 
focus my comments on the youth programs in which I have 
been asked to serve. 

New Children and Youth Programs:  In early January, 2020. 
We had a kick off training session with the ward leaders 
regarding the new youth and church program. In this we 
discuss the purpose, and details on how the state can be 
family focused and church supported with making and 
keeping goals in the categories of spiritual, intellectual, 
physical and social disciplines.  It was remarkable to see 
the wards respond by working with the youth and their 
leaders in creating personal goals to obtain in 2020. 
Additionally, this was a great help for our youth leaders to 
map out activities, service projects, firesides and 
devotionals based on the feedback received from the goal 
setting done earlier in the year. As the pandemic took some 
of the physical activities away for a season, ward and stake 
leaders were able to still have a roadmap in which to 
exhort, persuade and teach the youth.  It is a very inspired 
program. 

Virtual Girls Camp:  After a lot of prayer, we decided 
not to cancel our girls camp in June. Rather, we 
pivoted from an in person girl’s camp to a virtual 
girl’s camp. It was fantastic. During this camp, the 
Young women participated in cooking, physical 
activities, testimony meetings and devotionals from 
their church leaders and bishops. Though it was 
shortened to one day, it is my feeling that several 
youth benefited from it as they struggled 
emotionally and spiritually through isolation in the 
pandemic. I am eternally grateful for those young 
women leaders both in the stake and wards that set 
aside their personal anxieties and turned outward 
towards the youth. 

Priesthood Service:   As part of my duties, I work 
closely with the elder’s quorum presidents and their 
counselors. I was able to witness firsthand the 
concern that both the elder’s quorum and relief 
society had for their respective families and 
individuals.  The outreach and individual care for 
nearly 100% of the stake warmed my heart. 
Throughout this year I have seen the desire to 
serve others exceed any myopic concerns of self. 
This truly is the Lord’s church and both the elder’s 
quorum and relief society organizations are the 
Lord’s hands. 

Mike Payne, First Counselor/Stake Presidency

Mike Payne with his wife Lisa and family
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Stake Presidency 2020
Tony Morris, Second Counselor

2020 certainly has been an interesting year so far. The first of the year started out pretty normal and then COVID-19 hit and lots of changes and modifications needed to 
be made to effectively continue to administer and minister to the members of our stake.

I have enjoyed working with the Stake Presidency for almost 8 years now and it has been a true honor to serve with President Whittier, President Payne, Robin 
Christopherson, our stake executive secretary, and Dave Kennedy our stake clerk, as well as many others. 

It has been amazing to me, especially this year of COVID-19, how our Prophet, the first presidency, and quorum of the twelve apostles have so wonderfully prepared us 
to live a home centered, church supported lifestyle. These teachings have stretched over the last two years starting with how to live the Sabbath day more holy, study 
together as a family using “come follow me”, and many other changes made over the last two years. When COVID-19 caused us to be more restricted to our homes and 
not being able to attend church in our buildings, each one of us had to fully live the home centered approach. I know for me and my family it has been a true blessing to 
create an environment in our home that is centered on Christ‘s teachings in a whole different way that I had ever experienced before. I know that our prophet, Russell M 
Nelson is a prophet of God, I know he receives revelation and as we follow that revelation we come closer to Christ and our lives are happier.

I have stewardship over the following areas in our stake and so many wonderful things have happened in the first half of this year and I’d like to share a few. 

Singles 31+
Over the past year we have been able to build up a consistent program for our singles 31+. Once a month we hold a fireside in Murrieta involving four other stakes and 
any others that would like to join us. Each of these firesides includes a potluck and a short message from a speaker on specific gospel topics. We also put together a full 
and complete singles committee getting ready for the North America West singles conference which needed to be postponed to 2021 because of the COVID-19 virus. 
We continue to work together and find activities that meet the needs of the singles. 

Stake Primary
Our stake primary presidency has done a fantastic job in providing stake activities during this COVID-19 period. They have found creative ways to support the Wards in 
continuing to support families and their children. Whether it be a drive by Stake Center visit with the stake primary handing out goodies and Gospel learning packets or 
facilitating a stake wide primary singing time recording, they are totally committed to making sure that the children and parents in our stake are well taken care of. They 
also continue to train and support our ward primary presidency’s especially helping them find ways they can virtually minister. 

Stake Communication Council (formally public affairs)
Our big event in the communication council this year was our annual Crystal Apple award honoring teachers of the Murrieta unified school district. Obviously we could 
not meet face to face with the award winners so our council went to work on providing a very unique and memorable event. Members of our stake gathered together in 
our individual cars and drove by each of the winners homes honking and cheering and letting the teachers know how much we appreciate and honor them. A youth 
representative presented the Crystal Apple award to the teacher and shared some feelings and comments of why they were chosen as the winner, of course all of this 
was done with proper social distancing and masks. We received so many positive remarks about this event. We created a video of this entire event which included the 
superintendent of the Murrieta school district sharing his remarks. I was so impressed with the proactive nature of our council to not allow COVID-19 to ruin this very 
special and annual tradition in our stake.

Stake Seminary and Institute
COVID-19 also presented an opportunity for us to find a different way to hold our annual seminary graduation ceremonies. Because we could not meet face-to-face we 
decided to hold a zoom graduation which included a few remarks by our CES coordinator as well as two of our youth and a member of our Stake Presidency. Each of 
the graduates were presented by a member of the stake presidency talking about some of the youth’s favorite things; (ice cream, career aspirations, favorite car, favorite 
candy bar or dessert, and favorite scripture). The ceremony also included a wonderful video put together of each youth and what they learned most about their years in 
seminary. All in all it was a great event and again, we were very pleased with how our stake seminary team adapted to the conditions of the time.

We continue to hold institute every Thursday night in our stake and it is extremely well attended. When COVID hit, we continued to hold classes with Zoom meetings 
and never skipped a beat. We are very fortunate to have Jeff Decker teaching our classes. He has a unique ability to reach the young adults in our stake and we so 
appreciate him.

Stake Sunday School
Our stake Sunday school presidency he has spent most of this year continuing to train and support the ward Sunday school presidency‘s with instruction on the “come 
follow me” program. This has become even more important during this time where families are learning and studying on their own in their homes.

Stake Young Men
2020 was supposed to be the year we held a stake Aaronic Priesthood camp. With the restrictions around COVID-19 it was postponed to 2021. Our stake young men’s 
presidency has spent a lot of time reinforcing the new youth program with the ward leaders. Lots of training and support has been provided so that our young men 
leaders can provide an effective program at church and help the parents do that same thing at home. 

Tony Morris-Second Counselor/Stake Presidency
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Stake Presidency 2020
Tony Morris, First Counselor

Stake History July-Dec 2020
Anthony Morris
Second Counselor, Stake Presidency. 

2020 was a very different and yet amazing year, not only for the world but for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints and 
specifically the Murrieta Stake. Although we were saddened by the misfortune of the COVID-19 virus and it’s affects, there were also 
many wonderful things that transpired during this year, so many things that we learned that helped us become better as a stake, as 
leaders, and as members of the church. 

One of the things I observed was how grateful members were to have a living Prophet on the earth today to guide and direct us. Over 
two years ago the first presidency and quorum the 12 apostles introduced many new changes to members of the church, the over 
arching theme being a family centered church supported focus. This allowed families to take spiritual responsibility and ownership for 
themselves and their loved ones. Included in the family center approach was the Come Follow Me program which allowed individuals 
and families a more focused and concentrated study of the Scriptures. The Come Follow Me curriculum was also introduced in our 
adult, youth, primary, and seminary classes which allowed for a more rich discussion on specific topics each week. All of this of 
course, was introduced to the members of the church years before COVID-19. This year has given us an opportunity to put into 
practice that training we received and showed us the responsibility for living the Gospel was given to the family, with great support 
from our church, stakes and wards. 

During this COVID time we needed to learn how to function and operate as a church in a virtual world. This new challenge was met 
head on by great leaders of our stake and wards as all meetings, interviews, and many events were introduced to a new world called 
“Zoom”. Leaders and members learned to utilize technology in a very productive way to carry-on the work of the church and help bring 
individuals and families closer to Christ. I have been amazed with how our stake and ward leaders have not allowed COVID-19 to stop 
the great work they were doing in a world without social distancing. 

My testimony will be forever strengthened because of what we have learned this year. I don’t know if we will ever go through another 
year quite like this one but I am sure that what we’ve learned has made all of us better people and help create a stronger Church. 

Some examples of how the work continued on in our Stake and Wards during 2020. 

Youth and primary programs continued with classes and activity nights during the COVID disruption. Many of these were done in a 
virtual environment in the early months of the virus but as soon as we were able to move to the outdoors, we did so safely, and all 
were grateful. 

The seminary program change dramatically as schools went from live instruction to live on line. This caused us to rethink how 
seminary was going to be taught. We still continue to have the youth attend four days a week as we have in the past, two days are 
now self paced Canvas lessons they complete on their own and two days with their teacher on Zoom facilitating and guiding 
instruction. This new approach will help the youth to have more of a blended learning experience and although it was difficult in the 
beginning, the students are starting to catch on and we believe it will have great benefits in the future. 

Our institute program also was taught live online for many months and when we were allowed to meet in groups outdoors. The single 
adults were grateful to be able to safely socialize while learning the gospel of Jesus Christ each Thursday night, under the pavilion, 
with a few fire pits keeping them warm. 

We continued to have serve during the year through our Just Serve program and although some of these were not large gatherings of 
people helping the community as in years past, we found ways for individuals and families to combine their efforts and resources to 
help the community with food, toy and clothing donations. We also continued to assist our community food pantries throughout the 
year. 

How grateful I am to be serving with President Whittier, President Payne, Robin Christopherson (our executive secretary),and Dave 
Kennedy (our stake clerk). President Whittier, President Payne and I have served together from the very beginning and all of those 
years have helped to edify me and my testimony. 2020 has taught me many lessons that I hope I will never forget. Most importantly 
that the gospel of Jesus Christ cannot be stopped, it will continue to roll forth regardless of what’s happening in the world. It will make 
us better people as we learn to appreciate and love our Savior Jesus Christ and the church that he established on the earth. 

Tony, Carol and Bailey Morris
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July 2020

In January of 2020, we began our second semester with students of the Pathway program 
for the 30+ group.  We met on Thursday evenings from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.   Beginning 
in January our group dwindled significantly, and it became a bit of a struggle for our 
remaining students to prepare more than the usual lead-student lessons.  Thankfully, they 
each rose to the occasion.  They faithfully came each week to the stake center and 
collaborated one with another with a genuine desire to learn and grow.

Then in March, we were asked to hold our meetings via Zoom due to COVID-19.  We could 
tell the Pathway students missed the comradery they had felt during the Thursday 
evening gatherings, but they carried on.  Still thought-provoking questions and discussions 
were held, testimonies were shared, and minds were expanded. 

We are once again nearing the end of the Pathway year, and we are happy to report this 
year has reaffirmed our testimony in the Pathway program and the bounteous blessings it 
brings to those who take advantage of its many opportunities to continue their college 
education.

December 2020 Update:

By the end of July, our third semester ended with our Pathway students. Most of the 
students were anxious for a well-deserved break, yet very excited to continue with their 
educational plans to other college institutions. Although we missed having in-person 
gatherings with the students from March through July due to COVID-19, we realized the 
virtual meetings had helped prepare the students to continue their college courses since 
most colleges and universities had switched to virtual classes.

We were released from our Pathway service mission in August, after more than four years 
of serving. Having the opportunity to serve in this inspired program, we were able to see 
first-hand the growth of so many testimonies and the path that helped these students 
move forward in their lives. 

Murrieta Stake 2020
Dave Bassett, Clerk

Sister Bassett & Elder Bassett
Pathway Service Missionaries
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Stake High Council 2020
Maril Beck

Diana and I have been married for 38 years, and were blessed to have raised our four 
boys in Murrieta.  Now each of them are married and we have 10 grandchildren, which 
we love to be with!  We have a business Islanders Luau that is also a blessing and 
provides for our needs.  
 
My testimony has been strengthened and solidified over years of experience, inspiration 
and gratitude for blessings received.  Im so grateful to be counted among the good 
saints of the church and to be able to have served with great leaders and examples, from 
stake presidents to the simplest testimony from a YSA or a single sister with a simple or 
no calling. 

 
My simple testimony is that Heavenly Father and His Son Jesus Christ live and love us.  
Christ atoned for all our shortcomings and everything that would not allow us to return to 
the presence of our Heavenly Father.  I believe with all my heart that Joseph Smith 
restored the gospel of Jesus Christ and that he was called of God as Prophet and to 
translate the BOM.  I believe that Russel M Nelson is called of God to carry on the 
restoration and to prepare the earth for the second coming of Christ.  In the name of 
Jesus Christ – Amen. 

 

Diana & Maril Beck
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Stake High Council 2020
Maril Beck

Calling.  Maril Beck served under the direction of the Stake Presidency as a member of the Stake High Council, assigned 
to missionary work.  I was originally called in April of 2019 and continued to serve throughout 2020.
 
Service.  It was an honor and privilege to serve the Stake Presidency and members of the  stake of Murrieta.  The 
blessings I received in serving are not measurable in my estimate.  I love and regard each of the Stake Presidency to be 
my eternal companions in the Priesthood and work of the Lord.  The duties and responsibilities delegated are outlined in 
the Church Handbook of Instruction, sections 5.3 – 5.3.32. 
 
Assignment.  Specifically I was called to oversee missionary work in the stake, including participating in the stake council 
and leading the stake missionary committee.   
 
Other High Council Assigned to Missionary Work.  Within the stake missionary committee, two other “missionary” 
stake high councilmen were called to assist me.  During 2020, two missionary high councilmen were released,  Mark 
Wright and Darren Davis.  Currently the two other missionary high councilmen are Brent Taylor and John Rykowski.   Mike 
Webb also has been called to serve with me in the stake missionary committee, to help with our newsletter and videos. 
 
Building and Ward Assignments.  We determined that each missionary high councilmen would be given specific 
missionary responsibilities to wards that meet in assigned building of the stake, as follows:

1.  Maril Beck – Stake Center wards: Las Brisas, Cal Oaks and YSA.
2.  Brent Taylor – La Paz Building wards:  Alta Murrieta and Winchester.
3.  John Rykowski – Washington Building wards: Murrieta and Oso Oro

Responsibilities.  In addition to the high council responsibilities as outlined in the handbook of instruction, the following 
was submitted to the Stake Presidency as responsibilities to be included for “missionary” high councilmen:  

·  Develop a service-oriented relationship with the ward mission leader. 
·  Provide support and training to the WML and attend each ward missionary 
committee meeting. 
·  Work with the WMC to know the investigators and new converts of the ward 
·  Support and help the assigned full-time missionaries of the ward. 
·  Go out with the WMC and/or full-time missionaries, once per week.   

Missionary Service.  Missionary work focus drastically changed from traditional ways to on-line missionary work largely 
through social media and online missionary tools.  The doctrine of missionary work as taught by President Nelson remain 
constant and focused on the gathering of Israel on both sides of the veil.  The church found that the new-normal in 
missionary work would lead to greater missionary work worldwide.  In our stake we completed 15 convert baptisms. 
 
2020 Convert Baptism Results.  Twelve converts were baptized in 2019.   Fifteen converts were baptized in 2020, prior 
to the pandemic, the 2020 goal was 25 convert baptisms.  The details of missionary work in 2020 and during the pandemic 
are outlined below:
 
Missionary Inspiration.  The following resources, scriptures and quotes inspired missionary efforts in 2020:

·  The Book of Mormon and the Gathering of Israel, Russell M Nelson. 
·  Sharing What is In Your Heart, Dieter F, Uchtdorf
·  The Power of Everyday Missionaries, Clayton Christiansen
·  3 Ne 5:13 - I am a disciple of Christ.  I am called to declare His word so others can have everlasting life.  
(By grace, my gift is my calling, which allows me to speak to others.)

 

Maril Beck
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Stake High Council 2020
Maril Beck

 
Seven Principles of Disciples of Christ (DOC)

·  DOC are joyfully and diligently obedient bc they love HF and JC.
·  DOC Follow ex of Christ, by persistently doing good, serving others by loving, lifting, inspiring, and      
inviting.
·  DOC use Atonement every day to align w JC in a higher and holier way.
·  DOC are steadfast and immovable in faith.
·  DOC serve HF and the Lord w all our hearts, might, mind and strength.
·  DOC have consecrated themselves and stay on the CP, no matter what the challenge of affliction 
might be.
·  DOC read, study, ponder & implement doctrine found in scriptures & words of Prophets.
·  Act on any of these invitations to prepare yourself for sharing the important messages of the ongoing 

Restoration.  Pres Nelson.

Stake Missionary Work.  Because of the pandemic many ways to do missionary work were taught and encouraged 
to the Ward Missionary Leaders and stake members.  Many hardships were endured by members, not only spiritually, 
but also financially, socially and politically.  This had a great impact as well on missionary work.  Notwithstanding these 
hardships, we studied the  inspiration as noted above, sought guidance in prayer and in council with our stake 
missionary council.  As a result we realized that much of the missionary work was to be led, as a result of inspiration 
received at the ward level, social media was the key and we could still accomplish missionary work during the 
pandemic through online efforts and videos.
 
Full-time Missionary Work.   President Hammon of the Riverside CA mission was released in June and President 
Watson was called.  Because of the pandemic, all missionaries who were originally called to serve in foreign countries 
were relocated in the States.  Consequently the RCA mission received many missionaries.  Starting in March, the 
missionaries were not allowed to proselyte but were limited to staying indoors and learning how to do social media 
missionary work.  To their credit these missionaries remained faithful and remained optimistic in their missionary 
efforts.  Ultimately, they were able to go outdoors and even meet in members homes, if members were comfortable 
and the missionaries wore face coverings and kept a distance of 6ft. 

What type of events or activities were you in charge of? 
 
Events and Activities.  Beginning in Mid-march 2020, the Covid19 pandemic disrupted our nation and the world.  
Subsequently it had a great impact on events.  Government restrictions on gathering and even attending church were 
enforced for most of the year.  General Leadership of the church encouraged the members to obey the restrictions 
and also gave strict guidelines on worship services as a stake and wards
 
Meetings.  Normal stake meetings including high council, and auxiliary meetings were cancelled or were held on-line 
through Zoom.  Missionary meetings that continued through Zoom included: monthly stake missionary correlation 
meeting and weekly ward missionary correlation meetings.

1. Stake Missionary Correlation Meetings. We held stake missionary correlation meetings, 
usually with the 3 Missionary HC, either once a month or twice a month.  
2. Ward Missionary Correlation Meetings/Missionary Huddles.  Huddles became a new 
direction from Gen leadership in the church and proved to be a big blessing.  Ward MCM and/or 
Huddles are held each week.  
3. Ward Mission Leader Training.  These were held quarterly or after the Stake received 
training from Area Leadership.   As each WML was called, the 3 HC provided training in addition to 
ward training.
4. Sunday Night ZL and Sister Trainer call with Bro Beck.  For most of the year, this call 
was held, just as a check in with our zone leadership.  Primary purpose was to make sure the full 
time missionaries were doing well and felt supported by the members. 
5. Transfer Breakfast with Pres Whittier.   This is always a fun time for us to with the 
missionaries.  Done with every transfer (about every 6 weeks) and usually held at Pres Whittier’s 
home, we make breakfast for the missionaries then take about 30 mins for Pres Whittier to welcome 
the new missionaries and to find out more about them.  They eat well….
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Murrieta Stake 2020
Robin Christopherson- Stake Executive Secretary

Biography –

Born 26 Dec 1951 in Long Beach, California.

Married Donna M. Lehmann 31 Mar 1977 in Los Angeles, 

California.

Moved to Murrieta, California July 2003.

Called as Stake Executive Secretary September 2017.

 

Testimony –

Born in the covenant. Life-long activity in the church. I’ve had 

many callings across the priesthood and organizations of the 

church and felt the guidance of the Holy Ghost in the course 

of my service helping me to accomplish things beyond my 

own ideas and abilities. I’ve had successes and also failures 

and gained perspective to better understand my own 

strengths and weakness and the need always for humility.

 

The Savior is our guide and refuge from the storm. His 

guiding hand is evident in the work of salvation and the many 

individual efforts that spread His influence among Heavenly 

Father’s children. I am grateful for His obedience to the 

Father’s plan and their love made manifest in its simplicity 

and universality. By the Savior’s grace I have hope that 

despite my imperfect efforts now to be “as He is” I may yet 

be made perfect.

 

Responsibilities of the Stake Executive Secretary –

The Stake Executive Secretary serves in a supporting role to 

the Stake Presidency and the Stake President in particular.

 

I provide clerical support by:

·  Coordinating their meeting calendar of 

conferences, councils, committees, interviews and 

member visits.

·  Preparing agenda for these various 

meetings

·  Recording their decisions

·  Providing appropriate reminders of action 

that is needed

·  Recording and tracking callings and 

releases extended to members in church 

organizations through approval, sustaining and 

setting apart

·  Recording and tracking to completion 

priesthood ordinations, mission applications and 

temple recommends

·  Providing audio-visual support as they 

carry out their responsibilities

·  Communicating with stake leaders and 

members on their behalf

·  Managing Dropbox, WhatsApp and Zoom

In 2020, we saw the reasons and positive results of the 

many changes in church operations that had occurred in 

the previous couple of years. Moving to a Home Centered 

and Church Supported focus had prepared the way for the 

work of salvation to continue in the face of forced 

pandemic restrictions.

 

January, February and part of March – Traditional church 

operations were conducted in person. Ward Council 

Training and ward conferences were held as scheduled.

 

End of March - The stake transitioned to holding most 

meetings of all types via Zoom. Interviews via Facetime 

video conference or when COVID restrictions permitted, 

via personal interview in the home of a presidency 

member.  The Stake portion of temple recommend 

interviews have been completed via Facetime.

 

April, May, June  

The Stake Presidency recorded an Easter message which 

was uploaded to Google Drive. A link was shared with 

stake members.

 

Stake Conference was cancelled due to COVID 19 

restrictions.

·  Seminary Graduation was held via 

Zoom May 17, 2020

 

July, August, September

The Stake Presidency recorded a Pioneer Day message 

which was shared via link with stake members.

·  Stake General Priesthood meeting was 

held via Zoom August 30, 2020

 

October, November, December

 

The Stake Presidency recorded a Christmas message which 

was shared with stake members on December 20, 2020 via 

link to the Murrieta Stake YouTube channel.

Robin Christopherson, 
Stake Executive Secretary
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Stake High Council 2020
Darren Davis
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Stake High Council 2020
Mark Fisher

 I am a convert to the Church, 
joined when I was 18.  I have a 
beautiful wife of 20 years next 
month and 3 great kids (Ashlee 
18, Brandon 15, and Cole 12).  I 
do have a strong testimony of the 
Gospel and that it is restored in 
these days.  I am grateful for my 
Savior and His atonement and the 
many opportunities that I have in 
my life.

I serve on the High Council and 
am assigned to work with the 
Young Women, assigned to the 
Alta Murrieta ward, and am 
responsible for the Stake Youth 
Committee and the Stake Audit 
Committee.  The only activity that I 
can think of is the New Years 
dance that happened technically 
December 31st and into January 
1st.  We had an amazing 
attendance and the Youth had 
such a great time.  The SYC was 
in charge of planning the details 
and we tried to make it like New 
Year's even in Murrieta.  We had 
hundreds of balloons drop at 
midnight.

Mark Fisher

Mark Fisher and his family

New Years dance decorations
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One of my  High Council responsibilities is for Temple work in our stake.
I have been asked to meet with every individual going to the Temple for the first time to help them 
prepare for the Temple. This year I met with the following individuals 

Feb 9, 2020
Krystal La Faye- Las Brisas Ward

Feb. 23, 2020
Jaqueline Godinez - YSA Ward
Jaunita Hasenberg- YSA Ward

June 9, 2020 
Aubree Anton- YSA Ward

July 12, 2020
Jen Mallory - Alta Murrieta Ward

My Temple responsibilities include scheduling all ward and stake Temple activities for the year. We 
had our Stake Melchizedek Priesthood night Feb 6, 2020. We were pleased with a 
great turnout. The session was overflowing. 
The rest of the ward and stake Temple activities for the year have been on hold due to the Covid 19 
shut down of the Temple. We look forward to being able to resume Temple service as restrictions 
ease. 

During the quarantine for Covid 19 our stake did host a Stake  Blood Drive on May 9, 2020. The 
Stake Relief Society hosted the event in the parking lot of the Stake Center in conjunction with the 
local blood mobile. Approximately 50 people participated in giving blood. Masks were worn and 
social distancing was observed. I was present as a representative of the Stake.

I have a testimony of the restored gospel of Jesus Christ and His teachings. I know that He is our 
Redeemer and I am grateful for His guidance through our prophet President Nelson. It is a great 
blessing during these interesting and trying times.

Sincerely,
Larry Hoyt

Larry Hoyt

Stake High Council 2020
Larry Hoyt
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Dan Jones – Stake High Councilor – Assigned to the Cal 
Oaks Ward

Brief Bio – Member of the Winchester Ward. My 
wife’s name is Michele Jones. We have been married 
25 years and have 6 kids (3 boys and 3 girls).  We are 
enjoying all the time we have spent as a family this 
last year. We have also enjoyed playing with our new 
grandbaby (when we can steel him from our other 
kids).

Testimony – One of the things that has been a 
strength to my testimony lately has been the 
scriptures. In a talk I listened to, they spoke of the 
differences between doctrines, principles and 
applications.  For the last year and a half, I have been 
reading the Old Testament and the Book of Mormon 
(this year) and writing down all the doctrines and 
principles I find. It has helped me see new insights. 
One of the things I have noticed is how merciful the 
Lord is to His children and how quick He is to forgive 
when we turn quickly to Him. He understands we will 
make mistakes. He understands we have hard times. 
He doesn’t always remove those, but He provides 
lessons and peace during the process and always 
there is eventual relief promised.  This has given me 
great hope lately. I also have had a renewed testimony 
of how when we are doing our duty the Lord blesses 
us with the Spirit. With being a High Council 
representative over one of the Wards I was able to 
learn of a frustration one of the members had when 
they were told they couldn’t use the building the day 
of a planned activity for the youth. I was able to pull 
my councilors in and reach out to this person and 
offer help and suggestions. It was so cool to see all the 
help and ideas that were offered. After that 
experience I was able to think about it for a minute. I 
felt uplifted in doing what I was asked to do in my 
calling. I felt increased enthusiasm as I saw how 
collectively we could change a frustrating situation 
into a positive one. Finally, I saw how as each of us do 
our duty we can uplift and help each other and make 
the task at hand more manageable. That is a lesson 
that would not have been gained without agreeing to 
serve and acting in my calling.

Stake High Council 2020
Dan Jones

During the summer my assignment was changed from 
the Oso Oro Ward to the Cal Oaks Ward. One of my 
first assignments was to set a part the two councilors 
for the Elder Quorum (EQ).  I was able to meet both 
Brethren and set them a part with the EQ President 
Brent Hales (EQ President). They have presidency 
meetings weekly, so I have been attending those in 
person or over Zoom (when I was out of town).  Those 
have been great. I have been able to relay the training 
that the Stake Presidency provided and have been 
able to help with questions that have come up. They 
are all great men and are truly striving to serve their 
other quorum members.  We have had a few less 
meetings as of late as one of the members was 
exposed to Covid. I know however, that each of the 
members has taken the training provided and 
implemented it. During our last meeting they were 
determining ways they could share the Christmas 
spirit with families.  It is great to see individuals that 
are striving to perform their calling and are genuinely 
concerned about the members of their quorum.

I was able to participate in one Ward Council meeting. 
Bishop Tew (newer to the calling) is doing a great job. 
There was a good discussion with actions taken away 
by all.

I have been able to attend several of the Cal Oaks 
sacrament meetings.  We meet in the parking lot. 
There has been good attendance.  It is great to see the 
fellow saints come out and participate. There have 
been some challenges at times with it (heat, YM 
getting used to passing the sacrament with new 
restrictions, changes in how the meetings are 
conducted (sacrament at the end) and logistics with 
two Wards needing to use the parking lot).  However, 
the leaders have been able to make adjustments and 
figure things out. It has been great working with the 
Cal Oaks Ward.

Dan Jones
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2020 has been an interesting year for 
everyone. With the shut down and 
everyone attending church from home it 
made for a somewhat quiet year for myself 
and the Stake Technology Team. At the 
time the shutdowns occurred we were 
prepping for stake conference which are 
our largest events each year that require 
quite a bit of planning and preparation. 
However, it provided us the opportunity to 
assist some wards and auxiliaries with 
training on how to run virtual meetings 
through Zoom and other platforms. 

As everyone became comfortable with 
running these meetings virtually the church 
announced we would be allowed to meet 
outside. Our team then had the opportunity 
to assist many wards with getting their 
audio equipment squared away to be able 
to accommodate outdoor church service. 
With many wards still streaming services to 
members who could not return during the 
pandemic. 

The pandemic has been horrible for 
everyone, but through it we were able to 
help insure everyone who wanted to attend 
church services could and assist in making 
sure those services ran as smooth as 
possible. It was also a blessing in disguise 
as many people in the stake have had the 
opportunity to learn and utilize many of 
these technologies that our team has used 
in the past. It has opened doorways and 
started the wheels turning on new ways to 
invite others to come unto Christ.

Murrieta Stake 2020
Tom Jones- Stake Technology Specialist

Tom Jones, Stake Technology Specialist

Tom Jones & his wife Krista 
and family
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Murrieta Stake 2020
Dave Kennedy-Stake Clerk
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Financially speaking, 2020 
was a success for the 
Murrieta Stake. Our stake 
leadership did a 
marvelous job redirecting 
expenditures to 
accommodate drastic 
changes in all our 
programs. Our wards did 
a great job as well by 
staying well within their 
financial means, and 
finding alternative 
methods to meet the 
mission and objectives of 
the stake, area, and 
general church. Donations 
remained strong in 2020 
and there was a 
noticeable drop in 
members needing 
financial assistance. As 
we look ahead to the end 
of the pandemic, the 
Murrieta Stake stands in a 
good position, financially, 
to return to normal 
operations.

- Phil Lawrence

Stake High Council 2020
Phil Lawrence

Phil Lawrence
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Stake High Council 2020
Darrel Payne

I was called in September of 2020 to the Murrieta High Council by 
President Whittier. I have been in the Murrieta Stake since 1997. My 
wife is Patty Payne and we have eight children. We are empty nesters 
now and have all of our children raised. We are business owners of a 
family union tile company (Continental Marble&Tile Co.) for the last 
42 years. 

I have been given the responsibilities in the Stake to serve with the 
Stake Relief Society Presidency, Stake Primary Presidency and the 
Emergency Preparedness Program. 

I see the hand of the Lord and his blessings everyday of my life. I love 
serving with the brethren in the Stake Presidency and the High 
Council. I am grateful for our Prophet President Russell M. Nelson 
and all those that serve with him. I am very grateful for the restored 
gospel in these latter days.  I know the church is true and that the 
Lord guides and directs us in all things. - Darrel Payne

Darrel Payne

29



Stake High Council 2020
David Payne

I was called to the Stake High Council by President 
Whittier in August 2020.  My assignments are family 
history, temple preparation, and the Oso Oro Ward.  
this is the third time that I have served on the High 
Council in the Murrieta stake; being previously called 
by President Connors in February 2000, by President 
Smith in July 2005, and this current assignment.

With the COVID-19 situation still looming, the 
assignment for family history has been an interesting 
approach, many people are being trained and doing 
their family history from home, rather than the family 
history center at the stake center which has been 
closed.  My assignment of temple orientation has been 
wonderful. I have met with nine individuals and 
conducted temple orientation classes for their eventual 
day of attending the temple for the first time.

In my assignment with the Oso Oro elders quorum, 
President Ridley and I have met several times, called 
new Elders quorum presidency counselors, and set 
them apart for their new assignments.

I had the opportunity of speaking in three different 
ward sacrament meetings beginning in October, and 
also in November and December. In October, I spoke 
in the Murrieta ward on unity and being united with the 
will of our heavenly father and his son Jesus Christ. In 
November I spoke in the Murrieta Springs YSA Ward. I 
shared with them the topic of adversity, and that the 
storms of life will always be present, but that they have 
the power within them to always overcome through the 
atonement of Jesus Christ. Finally, in December I 
spoke in the California Oaks ward on the topic of the 
atonement of Jesus Christ. I shared the thoughts that 
we would not celebrate the birth of the Christ child at 
Christmas, if it were not for Gethsemane, Golgotha, 
and an empty tomb that Easter morning.

It is an honor and a privilege to serve with these 
great men, to serve the members of the Oso Oro 
Ward, and to help people find their kindred dead 
and prepare their names to go to the temple. It is 
especially a blessing to sit down with those who 
are about to receive the ordinances of the temple, 
and help them have a uniquely special day that 
first time they enter.

I testify of the love of our heavenly father, who 
hears and answers prayers in accordance to his 
will. I testify that Jesus Christ is the redeemer and 
Savior of the world, and that through his atoning 
sacrifice, we can become more like our heavenly 
father and his son. I testify that the Holy Ghost 
Bears record of all truth, and that we can through 
our obedience, remain sensitive to His promptings. 
I testify that the heavens are open; that we have a 
prophet of God on the earth today, even Russell M 
Nelson, and that his words and counsel prepare us 
for the second coming of our savior. I testify that 
Joseph Smith is the prophet of this last 
dispensation, and that he, with the power of God, 
translated the book of Mormon.

David Payne
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Stake High Council 2020
William Prosser

William Prosser, Stake High Councilman
January 1st- June 1st 2020.
2020 WOW ! My High Council duties have remained the 

same in that I have an assignment to the Las Brisas Ward 

HC rep, and Stake PFR. In addition, I am a Liaison to the 

military, whatever that means.

Working with the LB ward is still a great joy. Awesome 

people, leadership with a clear vision and a membership 

fully engaged. As the church has change the duties of the 

High Councilman with ward responsibilities from a 

Bishopric/Ward Council involvement, to a more Elders 

Quorum focus, this change has allowed me to be more in 

the “Trenches” with the members. I have enjoyed working 

directly with the EQ presidency and getting to know the 

members a little more personally. Covid-19 has changed 

everything. No activities to speak of but getting use to 

ZOOM meetings. Not so sure I like that kind of meeting; 

however glad we have the technology to meet in some 

fashion and get things done.

 What I have learned is that our Profit and Church 

leadership saw this and other things coming years before 

with the move more toward a home centered worship. 

What inspiration! A real testimony builder for me 

personally.

Being the PFR still has its challenges. With smart phone 

technology you are always on call, but the members are 

more involved with the new technology. I enjoy the calling 

to the point that I can help improve our buildings so the 

community sees our buildings as a “Beacon on the Hill” I 

keep that thought in my head when I constantly get calls 

that this isn’t work or this needs fixing or whatever. There is 

always something that needs attention 24/7. But somebody 

must take care of the buildings, and that is me for now.

 

Even with everything going on I have been richly blessed 

this year. I am grateful for mine and my family’s health, all 

of our working family members remained working thru 

these crazy times. A couple new grandbabies. Most 

importantly for the love and support of my heavenly father.

Thank you for all you do, it is very much appreciated…..Bill 

Prosser

 

 

June 2nd – December 31st  2020.
2020 Still WOW ! My High Council duties have remained the 

same in that I have an assignment to the Las Brisas Ward HC 

rep, and Stake PFR. In addition, I am a Liaison to the military.

This second half of 2020 has really been a roller coaster. 

COVID-19 has put everything in a tailspin. Our everyday life 

has had numerous adjustments throughout this entire year. 

Nothing is for certain. You must be flexible and roll with the 

punches and keep your head down and move forward. 

Working with the Las Brisas continues to be a huge blessing 

for me. Until sometime in September we had not been 

allowed by local government to have any worship services, 

when the restrictions were lifted to outdoor church, it was 

truly exciting to feel the spirit of the members and their 

excitement and anticipation to get back to an in-person 

church, all be it different and outdoors, just getting together 

and worshiping together the members were over the top 

excited. That was very uplifting for me personally. Having a 

living Profit on earth to help us thru this year has been 

amazing. President Nelson has been incredible. His blessings, 

his challenges, his uplifting messages of hope have help me 

stay focused thru this year. I am grateful for mine and my 

family’s health, COVID-19 has knocked at the door a couple 

times, nothing serious. All of our working family members 

still remain working thru these crazy times. A couple more 

grandbabies the second half of the year. AWESOME! I am 

most importantly greatful for the love and support of my 

heavenly father. Thank you. Bill Prosser
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Stake High Council 2020
Ryan Miller

My name is Ryan Miller and I have been 
serving on the Murrieta Stake High 
Council for four years. I have been 
married to Heather Miller for nearly 23 
years. We have four children, two of 
whom still live at home. Our oldest, 
McKenna Ah Sue, is married and living in 
Utah. Our second child, Ashley, is 
presently serving a mission for the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. She has been 
on that mission for just over one year. 

I know God lives and these troubling 
times only work to strengthen that 
knowledge. God has called prophets to 
lead us, and it is apparent to me that their 
direction comes from heaven. Despite all 
of the extremes we see reported, I have 
peace – the peace that surpasses 
understanding, from God. I feel grateful 
every day for that knowledge. 

My assignments on the High Council 
include: Stake Relief Society, 31+ Singles, 
Family History, and as a liaison to the 
California Oaks Ward. 

During the pandemic conditions, the 
Singles in our area have not been active. 
Prior to our societal restrictions, the North 
America West Area was planning a large 
conference for singles this summer. 
Leading up to that conference we would 
be planning and carrying out weekly 
activities to enrich the lives of the singles 
in the area. We had assembled a 
committee and met to begin the planning 
process in March, 2020, just prior to 
government restrictions. Initially things 
were put on hold, but as the restrictions 
lasted, the conference was continued to 
2021. 

Firesides have been held via remote technology 
to connect with and lift the singles. These are 
often advertised to a regional singles audience. 
The Murrieta Stake Singles Committee met and 
wanted to do something to lift singles in our area. 
As a result, we planned a fireside focused on 
using technology in performing family history 
research. Despite sending emails to every single 
person over the age of 31 and whose email 
address we have, as well as posting a notice on 
facebook.com, only 5 persons attended that 
fireside. It was a disappointing turnout, to be sure. 
However, with competing firesides and what I 
perceive as fatigue in using technology to meet, I 
think that turnout was an indication of where the 
singles in our stake are. 

The Stake Relief Society Presidency related to me 
that, due to the restrictions on meeting, they felt 
limited in their ability to train ward relief society 
presidencies. They see their role as predominantly 
trainers, and the societal limitations dampened 
their ability. Moreover, there were approximately 5 
relatively new presidencies in our stake, who likely 
needed the support of stake leaders. However, 
once we were allowed to meet away from chapels 
in groups of 10 or less, the Stake Relief Society 
Presidency was empowered to meet with ward 
relief society presidencies to provide the needed 
training. I was informed that the Stake Relief 
Society Presidency reaches out at least bi-weekly 
to ward relief society presidencies. Their 
earnestness and concern for those they serve is 
readily apparent. 

Ryan Miller with his family
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During our societal restrictions, stake family history leaders held multiple indexing 
contests, which included gift cards as prizes. The contest was announced via email and 
links to training videos were also sent. Several participated and the winners were 
announced by email as well. It was a fun experience for those who participated. 

The California Oaks Elders Quorum Presidency has been active in reaching out to 
members of that ward. President Hales has been active in reaching out to members in 
the California Oaks Ward. He has dealt with deaths and funerals, illness, and many other 
scenarios that are made more difficult due to restrictions. Regardless, he is always 
upbeat and happy to serve, and is an inspiration to those around him. 

Traditionally, the Murrieta Stake has maintained a strong effort in conducting family 
history. The chart below shows the level of activity in our stake. 
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Stake High Council 2020
Byron Mitchell

BIOGRAPHY The pandemic continues to change my 
life and that of my family. We have grown closer 
together through it, though we have faced many 
challenges because of it. Through our struggles, we 
have spent much more time in the scriptures and 
doing “Come Follow Me”. Despite ups and downs in 
school, Luke, Tessa, and Ian have all finished 
strongly and done well. Becki continues to be my 
rock at home with her continued patience and 
valiance as a wife, mother, helpmeet, and school 
teacher. We have continued to feel blessed with good 
health and prosperity and have been blessed to be in a 
position to help others at Christmas. 

DUTIES AND SERVICE I served as a high 
councilman until the very end of the year, before 
being released to start 2021. My responsibilities 
continued with ministering to the Seminary and 
Institute programs. My duties also included 
organizing and conducting Seminary Graduation and 
Seminary Firesides as well as participating in daily 
class activities, administration, and teacher 
development. Additionally, I had stewardship over 
the Murrieta Ward’s Elders Quorum and a 
responsibility to serve with them and participate in 
their activities and service opportunities. I was also 
over the Stake Activities and was a member of the 
Stake Audit Committee. Stewardship over stake 
activities entails assisting with the Stake Activities 
Coordinator in organizing, planning, and carrying out 
stake activities. Participating as a member of the 
Stake Audit Committee includes attending 
coordinating meetings and ensuring audits were held 
and exceptions were corrected.

EVENTS Back to Seminary Fireside 8/23/20 (Stake 
Presidency, myself, Jeff Decker, Janine Williams, 
All Senior Seminary Students and Parents) 
Conducted via Zoom with everyone “attending” 
from home. Stake Pioneer Week Activity 7/20-26/20 
Elke Haskins and Carol Morris put together a great 
program of in-home, family activities for every day 
of the week to help us appreciate and learn more 
about the pioneers. Great success! Murrieta Ward 
Elders Quorum Activity 11/14/20 (President Ryan 
Miller, Bishop Bob Morrison, Mark Wright, Dan 
Sullivan and several others attended as well as 
myself) We played pickleball at Dan Sullivan’s 
house and had donuts. Dan showed us his extensive 
collection of arcade games. Very kind of him and 
very gracious! Great time! 

BLESSINGS/TESTIMONY My testimony has 
continued to grow immensely these last six months. 
I know our Heavenly Father has prepared us for 
these days with living prophets and apostles who 
have guided His work and set forth the means by 
which we can still partake of the sacrament and 
worship in our homes with home-centered learning. I 
know that the Savior died for me and comforts me 
when I am feeling concerned, depressed, or 
discouraged. I know that the time for great hope is 
now, when things can, on the outward, seem so 
hopeless and in turmoil. He has never left us, He has 
never forsaken us, and He never will so long as we 
seek Him and to keep His commandments. I love 
Him and am grateful each day to live and serve Him. 
I testify to and am a witness of the power of living 
the law of tithing and fasting. I know those laws of 
sacrifice are powerful for me and for those who 
benefit from our giving. What a beautiful law and 
what wonderful blessings for all those who obey it.

Byron Mitchell

Byron Mitchell with his family 
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Stake High Council 2020
Joe Reed

I have been in the high council since August. I'm 
over the young women program, stake youth 
committee, and Deseret Industries. I have 
conducted for SYC meetings, given a talk for young 
women presidency training, and given talks in three 
wards as a HC representative.  Joe Reed

Kristina & Joe Reed Joe with his granddaughter Ayla

Joe Reed

Joe Reed with his family 35
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John Rykowski

36

John Rykowski
with his wife and 
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Stake High Council 2020
Brent Taylor

Brent Taylor continued serving on the High Council of 

the Murrieta Stake this year. He received some new 

assignments as a part of his call. He continued to work 

with missionary work and the addiction recovery 

program, in addition, he was assigned to work with the 

Single Adult 31+ group as well as music in the stake.

 

Our callings remained in-tact during COVID-19. 

Apparently, our church still loves meetings! I feel just 

as busy on Sundays as I did before the coronavirus hit. 

Sometimes I have 4-5 zoom meetings on a Sunday. But, 

it has been brilliant to witness the work moving 

forward during this pandemic. We have many meetings 

on the high council, but one of the highlights that I will 

never forget is when we had a meeting of about 15 

missionaries that had returned home due to the 

pandemic. It was powerful to have so many 

missionaries at once in a meeting sharing their 

experiences of their mission.  I learned that you can 

still feel the spirit even when a meeting is on zoom.

 

Music

We know that a song from the heart delights the Lord. 

However, COVID has made it more difficult to share in 

music, especially at the stake level. The stake 

presidency did a Christmas message and Michael 

Payne, Roger Lovett , and Jeremy Tomsik sang a 

beautiful rendition of “O Holy Night” accompanied by 

Amy Morris that was on the video. Since there were no 

stake conferences this year, we did not have a stake 

choir or stake music. At the ward level, music was 

handled in different ways. Since church was meeting 

outside, some wards had recorded music that people 

sang along with while others pushed a piano outside. 

Some wards sang with masks, others only listened to 

the hymns and did not sing. For special musical 

numbers, sometimes there were duets, singing to 

recorded music, or listening to the Mormon Tabernacle 

Choir. Even though the coronavirus constrained us, we 

still found a way to have music be a part of our 

meetings.

Missionary Work

Missionary work has dramatically changed this year, 

but still goes on in fervent and exciting ways.  In 

many ways, technology has enhanced our 

missionary work. Zoom meetings resulted in better 

attendance from our ward missionaries for MCM’s 

(missionary coordinator meeting) than we did when 

we met in person. So, meeting virtually does have 

its advantages. It has become more difficult for 

missionaries to find people to teach in traditional 

ways because they couldn’t go into people’s homes 

for numerous months. However, social media 

opened up many possibilities to spread the gospel. 

Now, our missionaries are able to teach people 

across the world through Facebook. So, technology 

has shattered geographical boundaries and allowed 

many to learn about the gospel in this new way. It is 

inspirational to see how the missionaries stay 

positive despite all the difficulties the coronavirus 

has imposed. I worked with the Winchester and Alta 

Murrieta wards with missionary work. Each ward 

submitted videos as part of our stake missionary 

plan to have monthly submissions by each ward for 

the Facebook Page entitled Disciples of Jesus Christ 

in Murrieta.

Brent Taylor
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Addiction Recovery Program

This program remains strong and vital to Saints suffering 

with addictive behaviors. Just like the missionary meetings, 

the ARP program continued to meet to support church and 

community members who struggle with addiction. We have 

had a continuous strong group of men attending. The group 

continued to meet Thursday nights throughout the year 

practicing social distancing. There were less than 10 

individuals so the group continued to meet in person with 

the capability of people calling in they wanted to participate 

virtually. The men in the group are strongly connected and 

find the group vital to their spiritual success. Brother Will 

Sattley continues to facilitate the group in a magnificent 

way.  Stresses during a pandemic puts strains on everyone 

and seeking support has been critical in each family’s 

success.

 

Singles 31+

I am excited to be working with this group of saints. I was 

amazed to find out that there are over 400 Saints in our 

stake that are in this category. The main focus here has been 

to gear up for the big conference in August 2021. We have a 

stake committee and co-chairs called for the conference that 

will provide guidance on planning and implementing the 

conference for the West Area of the church. The kick off will 

be a fireside on January 24 with various activities 

throughout the year so 2021 promises to be an exciting year 

for singles in our stake and area. There is an active facebook 

group for singles in our area. Due to COVID-19, previous 

activities such as monthly firesides came to a halt as it was 

difficult to gather.

 

Testimony

My testimony of Jesus Christ continues to grow as I 

continue to have experiences that testify of the veracity 

of His Love and Mission. After all these years, it is still 

incomprehensible for me to understand the magnitude 

and depth and breadth of the Atonement. All I can do is 

stand in awe filled with gratitude for how the 

Atonement has transformed my life and transformed 

the lives of those I love so much. While the world 

clamors for attention in wicked ways, it remains silent 

in terms of answering questions of eternal 

significance-only the Gospel of Jesus Christ has those 

answers. The Savior and King could have preached 

anything when He came to earth, but He chose to focus 

on Love, Forgiveness, Repentance, and Peace. This year 

brought great tragedy to the entire earth where we 

reside. Politics divided us and pandemics separated us; 

it is only Jesus Christ that can unite us. I testify that His 

Love conquers all, His love transforms all, His Love 

forgives all, and His Love heals all. How grateful I am to 

have His name written on my heart. I know He is Real, 

he is our Redeemer, and he is our Rescuer. What 

gratitude I feel to be part of His Kingdom on earth. I 

trust Him, I believe Him, I love Him. Of these things I 

testify, in His Holy name, even Jesus Christ, amen.

 

Brent Taylor

Dylan, Jessica, Brent, Justin & Brooke Taylor
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Joe Wojcik

I currently serve over two committees and two stake 
assignments.  I was not called into the High Council 
until August so this is only a partial year report.

Stake Single Adult Committee

We held monthly (and sometimes more frequently) 
Stake Single Adult Committee meetings.  The 
primary focus of the meetings was to prepare for the 
North America West Area Single Adult Conference.  
This is to be held in August 2021.  It was originally 
scheduled for August 2020 but due to COVID, it has 
been postponed.  The initial push is to get people to 
serve on the committee so they can get the word out 
to other single adults about the conference and 
events leading up to it.

In November there was a meeting held among the 
North West area announcing the program and we 
received an outline of the events and the dates to 
start preparing for various devotionals and events to 
be held throughout the 2021 year.  

We also met with Brother Decker who is the Institute 
instructor and assisted him in forming a committee of 
young single adults to prepare activities for his 
institute program.

Stake Communication Council 

We held monthly (and sometimes more frequently) 
Stake Communication Council meetings.  Due to 
COVID there has not been too much community 
activity.  However, in November we attended the 
Night of Gratitude activity held at the Washington 
Building.  All the speakers were youth from various 
churches throughout the valley.  They did a 
wonderful job.  They were articulate and highly 
motivated.  It was held at the pavilion and, despite 
the weather being cold, it was attended by 
appricatmely 75 people.

In addition, there was a regional meeting held via 
zoom for all Stake Communication Councils in the 
Riverside mission.  We received training and ideas in 
terms of reaching out to our local communities.   

Stake Sunday School Presidency

We held monthly presidency meetings.  There was 
not much to discuss since Sunday School has been 
on a hiatus during COVID.  However, we did hold a 
Stake Sunday School training in November and 
presented a PowerPoint outlining how to become 
more effective Sunday School teachers.  

Young Single Adult Ward

Despite COIVD, the ward continues to be active with 
holding weekly activities and break the fast events.  
Several single adults have received the Melchizedek 
Priesthood.  Getting an understanding of who is in, 
and who is out of the ward, has been challenging.  
However, Sacrament has been fairly well attended.  
The Elder's Quorum holds weekly meetings either 
face to face or via phone.  They are currently down 
one counselor and have been since August.  
Participation in quorum lessons has been very good.

Joe Wojcik

Joe Wojcik & his wife Lisa Ann
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Mark Wright

I am originally from Montana and grew up on a ranch near a small town. My family had an outfitting business, so my summers were spent taking people fishing 
and sightseeing on horseback in and around Yellowstone Park. I had some interesting pets, including two raccoons and a pair of black bears – which had two 
or three cubs every year. I grew up skiing and playing basketball, and basketball is still my favorite sport.

I went on a Spanish-speaking mission for my church, along the US-Mexico border. Afterward at BYU, in addition to my Bachelor’s Degree, I also pursued a 
Minor in Spanish. I also went on a couple of fun study abroad trips – one to Mexico for a few weeks, and one to the Dominican Republic for four months.

I met my wife, Lisa, at BYU when she asked me to help her study for Spanish. We have four boys, Trevor, Landon, Carson, and Cameron, who enjoy video 
games, parkour, band and being with friends. We like spending time together as a family doing just about anything. We are big Star Wars fans and are always 
looking forward to the next movie or TV show.  I also enjoy personal development, sales methodologies, systematizing processes, and wondering why people 
and things are the way they are.

My testimony began when as a child in Montana, I was being raised in the gospel by my wonderful mother who had recently remarried to my step-father who 
was not a member of the church.  Since I didn’t have a father in the gospel, several men in the stake jumped in to take-up that role.  One was Grant Morrell 
Bowen (the same mentioned in the October 2018 General Conference talk by Elder Holland, The Ministry of Reconciliation).  I was a member of the “struggling 
little branch of 25” that is mentioned in the talk.  Bro Bowen baptized me when I was 8 and tracked me throughout my youth even to the point of arranging a 
tour of Rick’s College for me when I was 18 even though he had moved out of the state years prior.

The second boost to my testimony occurred when I served my mission.  My 2nd mission president, Karl Loveland, was a huge influence in my life and after I 
returned home he remained in contact with me always trying to set me up with "Mrs. Right” and was even there as one of our two witnesses in the temple on 
my wedding day after I had finally found her.

The third boost to my testimony occurred when I serving as bishop from 2006-2011.  The bishop I served as a counselor to previous to my call somehow knew 
I would be the next bishop and taught me much of what I know today regarding church administration, missionary work and how to work with and serve youth 
& their leaders.

Today, I am looking forward to the 4th boost to my testimony.  It has been great to serve in this Stake as a member of the High Council and to also work with 
the Stake Young Men and Stake Primary presidencies and organizations.  The YM & Primary stake histories will include specific details regarding the activities 
we were involved in.  With COVID-19,  it has been challenging to know how to help in meaningful ways.  I am assigned to Stake YM’s as 2nd Counselor, as an 
HC advisor to the Stake Primary and also to the Winchester Ward’s Elders Quorum.  Other than just offering assistance to Winchester, I have not been very 
involved there.  I enjoy meeting with the Stake Primary and planning.  I was about to fulfill the role of Captain Moroni in a Primary activity for boys just before 
COVID-19 started so the costume is starting to gather dust now.

The most memorable part of the year for me in working with the Young Men was attending ward conferences and preparing for our summer camp (which was 
cancelled due to the virus).  At a time when we were working on the camp theme, scripture and other details, I had an experience in the temple just outside of 
the celestial room in the sealing area that helped me know more regarding what Heavenly Father has in store for our young men.  That day we had gone to the 
temple to do baptisms as a family unit along with a young man who had just joined the church and also attended an endowment for a departing missionary.  As 
we were looking at the atrium outside of the celestial room, I noticed the following picture of Jesus Christ, as a boy, hanging on the wall.  As I looked at the 
painting I felt that there was something significant about his gaze and its relationship to the new youth program based on Luke 2:52 “And Jesus increased in 
wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.”  While it is difficult to explain, I felt like God was saying something like “pay attention, I have something 
significant I want you to learn here regarding your calling with the young men.”  Since that time and through pondering that experience & the feelings of that 
came through it, I have understood more regarding our youth’s capability & potential spiritual maturity and the kind of progress that Heavenly Father intends 
these young men to make while they are still in their youth and in the care of our program.

Some of the greatest experiences I have with youth is 2020 occurred in my own family since I have 4 young men 12-19, at home right now.  
A great blessing of COVID-19 is getting to have church at home and getting to watch each of my sons perform their priesthood duties.  It is 
interesting that in our family right now there are 5 men/young men in the home and we each hold one of the five different offices in the 
priesthood, high priest, elder, priest, teacher and deacon.

My best memory of 2020 was when my oldest son, Trevor, was able to baptize one of his friends, Jesse Redick.  The absolute best part of 
that experience was that just by coincidence and with short notice the step-father I mentioned above and my step-mother came into town 
to visit us.  I had no memory of him ever being in an LDS chapel before and to have him present while each of his grandsons participated 
in the baptism in some way was one of the highlights of my life.-Mark Wright

Mark Wright
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Photo by Melissa Welch, Murrieta Stake Historian
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Murrieta Stake 2020
Full Time Missionaries from Alta Murrieta Ward
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Murrieta Stake 2020
Full Time Missionaries from Cal Oaks Ward
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Murrieta Stake 2020
Full Time Missionaries from Las Brisas Ward
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Full Time Missionaries from Murrieta Ward
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Murrieta Stake 2020
Full Time Missionaries from Oso Oro Ward
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Full Time Missionaries from Oso Oro Ward
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Murrieta Stake 2020
Full Time Missionaries from Murrieta Springs YSA Ward

MURRIETA  SPRINGS  YSA
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Murrieta Stake Events 
Jan 5, 2020
31+ Singles Fireside



Murrieta Stake Events 
March 29, 2020
A Sunday message from the Murrieta Stake

Recommendations for this worldwide day of fasting for 
members of the church to unitedly pray in faith for these 
five things: 
1. Heavenly guidance for Church and government leaders 
as they protect us against the virus 
2. Relief for those who are suffering with the illness that 
sweeps the nations 
3. Soften the hearts of the people that they may be open to 
increasing their faith in Jesus Christ 4. Spiritual strength to 
overcome fear and anxiety. Protection for our families and 
inspiration that we may know who we can minister to 
5. Pray for an increased understanding of personal 
revelation in preparation for conference President Nelson 
asked each of us to immerse ourselves in the Restoration in 
preparation for this celebration of the 200th anniversary of 
the First Vision. 
He promised, “Your personal preparation will make this 
General Conference not only memorable but, 
unforgettable.” Suggested preparation 
1. Read Joseph Smith’s account of the First Vision in the 
Pearl of Great Price – Joseph Smith History 
2. Ponder these questions: 
a) How would your life be different if the knowledge 
gained from the Book of Mormon were suddenly taken 
away? 
b) How have the events that followed the First Vision made 
a difference to me and my family? 
3. Share the important message of the ongoing restoration 
with other

Brothers and Sisters,

We have attached a link to the video A 
message from the Murrieta Stake 
Presidency. We hope that you will take a 
few minutes to share viewing and 
discussing it with those in your household 
and others.

We are going into another week of "social 
distancing" and days missed from the usual 
church, work and school activities. How are 
you using this extra time? We introduce the 
first of what will be a weekly message from 
the Stake Temple and Family History 
committee intended to help us focus on the 
promise blessing on both sides of the veil.

Find attached PDF with information on the 
Worldwide Day of Fasting and President 
Nelson's how to prepare for 200th 
anniversary of the First Vision.

President Richard Whittier

President Michael Payne

President Anthony Morris

Rick Whittier, President               Tony Morris, 1st Counselor                   Mike Payne, 2nd Counselor
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https://franklincovey.zoom.us/rec/play/tZIuc7yspm03G9GX4QSDU_9-W9W7LKqs0SJK8qcJyki0ASEENAenY7VHZLZOk2_gKDQEo3IOFxe21Pfo?startTime=1585440611000&_x_zm_rtaid=H1x310jXQdGiBkjkFKrgJA.1585489897212.90cd104cc9ea1eff62a1896b02f3f6d1&_x_zm_rhtaid=105
https://franklincovey.zoom.us/rec/play/tZIuc7yspm03G9GX4QSDU_9-W9W7LKqs0SJK8qcJyki0ASEENAenY7VHZLZOk2_gKDQEo3IOFxe21Pfo?startTime=1585440611000&_x_zm_rtaid=H1x310jXQdGiBkjkFKrgJA.1585489897212.90cd104cc9ea1eff62a1896b02f3f6d1&_x_zm_rhtaid=105
https://franklincovey.zoom.us/rec/play/tZIuc7yspm03G9GX4QSDU_9-W9W7LKqs0SJK8qcJyki0ASEENAenY7VHZLZOk2_gKDQEo3IOFxe21Pfo?startTime=1585440611000&_x_zm_rtaid=H1x310jXQdGiBkjkFKrgJA.1585489897212.90cd104cc9ea1eff62a1896b02f3f6d1&_x_zm_rhtaid=105


Murrieta Stake Events 
April 12, 2020
Easter video message

The stake presidency 
shared thoughts on 
Christ.  Video made by 
Bishop Golding and 
President Payne.  
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Murrieta Stake Events 
April 12, 2020
Easter video message

                 Rick Whittier, President             Tony Morris, 1st Counselor            Mike Payne, 2nd Counselor 54



Covid-19 has changed our lives temporarily.  But 
something else has impacted our lives forever.  
Our teachers and educators have changed our 
lives profoundly.  So we found a way to honor 
them even with social distancing limitations.  A 
train of cars honked and congratulated the 
teachers at different locations.  

With over 120 plus nominees, choosing winners 
was impossible.  Winners were chosen based on 
much prayer and guidance from Heaven.  
Students nominated their teachers based on 
Christ-like attributes.  The church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints supports our educators. 
Video by: Ryan Hoyt

Murrieta Stake Events 
May 13, 2020
Crystal Apple Awards 

Antwan Dela-Paul
Murrieta Mesa High School. 

Gloria Jankowski
Inspire Charter School 

Sherry Taufer
Murrieta Valley High school

Kathleen Myers
Mesa Murrieta High school

Rachel Garnett
Vista Murrieta high school

Congratulating cars 
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April 23, 2020 To: Bishoprics, Stake & Ward YM and YW Presidencies 

Notice: Cancellation of Murrieta Stake Youth Camps in 2020 Stake Girls 
Camp June 8-12 Stake AP Camp June 15-18 

The Stake Presidency in consultation with the Stake Young Men and Stake 
Young Women leaders have decided to postpone the planned Stake Youth 
Camps until summer 2021. 

Although preparations have been ongoing throughout the current social 
distancing the following factors now make this postponement advisable. 
• Likelihood of continued social distancing and restrictions on gatherings into 
the next 30-90 days 
• Uncertainty for leaders and families making final preparations 
• Concern for potential financial hardships placed on affected members & 
families 

As conditions permit, we hope to hold a local youth conference later this 
summer. We express our thanks to all those that have worked tirelessly on 
preparations for the 2020 camps. We look forward to the resumption of a full 
array of youth activities. The Murrieta Stake Presidency
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Murrieta Stake Events 
June 2020
Cancellation of Youth Camps



Murrieta Stake Events 
June 7, 2020
A video message from the Stake leadership

A video message of love was sent to the 
Murrieta stake members on June 7, 2020.

Stake Message video link:

Murrieta Stake Message 6-7-2020

Richard Whittier, Stake President

Tony Morris, First Counselor

Mike Payne, Second Counselor

Miko Baca, Young Women 
President

Rebecca Holmstrom, 
Stake Primary President 

Marcia Sattley,
Stake Relief Society President
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Dear Murrieta Stake Members

We are all anxious for the return to a more normal routine including church attendance as we've known 
it in the past.  Health and Safety concerns and requirements of church leaders and government officials 
mean that day is still in the future.

In certain circumstances, we may begin some small gatherings in settings away from church 
properties.  We have attached Guidelines for Small Gatherings of Members for Quorum, Class and 
Activity Group meetings. Please review them with the members of your family and follow your leaders, 
as we continue to provide updates.

We love you,   The Murrieta Stake Presidency

Stake Events 
June 10, 2020
Covid Announcements
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Murrieta Stake Events 
July 20- July 26 2020
Pioneer Week-long Celebration

Stake Pioneer Week-long Celebration: “COME, COME YE MURRIETA 
SAINTS” Monday, July 20th thru Sunday, July 26th 

This year, we are paying tribute to our Pioneer Heritage in a week-long 
celebration. We are doing this by providing you with a packet of suggested 
daily activities that your families can do in the safety of your own homes while 
still being united as a Stake…doing this together! On Wednesday, July 15th 
you will receive via Stake Email a packet with all the details of the events for 
the week. These are suggestions, of course, and may be adapted to fit the 
needs of your individual families. We encourage you to post pictures on our 
Stake Face Book page of your families as you participate in these activities. 
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Murrieta Stake Events 
July 20- July 26 2020
Pioneer Week-long Celebration

Stake Pioneer Week 
Activity 7/20-26/20 

Elke Haskins and Carol 
Morris put together a great 
program of in-home, 
family activities for every 
day of the week to help us 
appreciate and learn more 
about the pioneers. Great 
success! - Byron Mitchell
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Murrieta Stake Events 
July 20- July 26, 2020
Pioneer Week-long Celebration
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Murrieta Stake Events 
July 20- July 26, 2020
Pioneer Week-long Celebration
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Murrieta Stake events 
Aug 23, 2020
Seminary Kick-off Fireside Video

Russ Welch teaching his 
seminary class on zoom with 

Morris twins laughing at his jokes.

Seminary will still be Tuesday – Friday every week, beginning 
Tuesday, August 25th, and following the school schedule for 
holidays and breaks. Seminary will begin at 6:30 am, will last 
about 40 minutes and will be all virtual.  You will all receive more 
detailed information at the Seminary Kick-off Fireside on Sunday, 
August 23rd at 4pm, via ZOOM, but here is a summary of what 
seminary will look like.

Tuesdays and Thursdays, students will have an online learning 
experience on “CANVAS” that they will do on their own and 
complete. There will be three options each day for the students 
to choose from. These are interactive assignments with 
embedded videos and activities, and with opportunities to share 
insights and questions with their teacher and other students in 
their class.

Wednesdays and Fridays, teachers and students will meet face 
to face in a ZOOM (virtual) classroom, where they will be able to 
discuss the learning experiences they all had the previous day. 
They’ll have additional discussions, instruction and activities 
those days.

You will be receiving information very soon about how to register 
your student for seminary. EVERY student will need to register in 
the new seminary program. (CES, church-wide, has a new 
software they’re using…thus the need to re-register).  They will 
also need to have their own account in churchjesuschrist.org  (so 
you can work on that part now). 

Thank you so much for your patience as we chart this new 
territory in creating the very best  version of seminary possible 
for your students!

 Keep an eye out for stake emails inviting you to our zoom 
fireside and for registration instructions.

Janine Williams-Stake Seminary Supervisor                                          
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
We extend our love to you and want you to know we are praying for your safety and 
well-being. This is a time of significant challenge and economic struggle for many as efforts 
to reduce the spread of COVID-19 continue and devastating wildfires burn across 
Washington, Oregon and California. We assure each of you that our Heavenly Father and His 
Beloved Son, Jesus Christ, are mindful of us and our individual needs. We can turn to Them 
for peace and comfort. Sunday, September 27, 2020, is a fast Sunday. It is also the weekend 
just prior to October General Conference. As an Area Presidency, we invite you to join us in a 
special day of fasting and mighty prayer. The purpose of this fast is five-fold: 

1. To pray for increased understanding and personal revelation in preparation for general 
conference and the prophetic guidance and messages we will receive. 
2. To pray that those suffering the physical, emotional, and economic impact of COVID-19 
will be blessed according to their needs. 
3. To pray that the hearts of people everywhere will be softened and turned toward the Lord 
in humility and that faith in Jesus Christ will increase on the earth. 
4. To pray for spiritual strength to overcome fear and anxiety, for inspiration to protect 
ourselves and our families, and for the awareness and ability to minister to those in need. 
5. To ask the Lord to bless and inspire our leaders as they address the complex challenges 
facing our nation and seek to protect the health and well-being of all people. We invite you to 
consider a generous fast offering and based on your personal circumstances, a donation to the 
Humanitarian Fund. We encourage each of you to seek opportunities to reach out to those 
around you who need assistance and support. 

Sincerely, Kevin W. Pearson Scott D. Whiting Mark A. Bragg North America West Area 
Presidency

Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Murrieta Stake,

All are invited by the North America West Area Presidency to join together in a Special Day of Fasting and Prayer this 
Sunday, September 27th, 2020. The invitation and brief explanation of the purposes for the fast are included in the 
attached letter (PDF).

We hope all members and missionaries will join with us in petitioning the Lord as we prepare for General Conference 
and continue to confront the many difficult challenges in our area.

The Murrieta Stake Presidency

Murrieta Stake Events 
September 27, 2020
Special Day of Fasting and Prayer
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Murrieta Stake Events
October 17, 2020
Communications Drill

Dear Murrieta Stake Family,

We will hold our annual Stake Communications Drill Saturday October 17th between 
10am to 12pm. Please report back to a member of the Elders Quorum Presidency (or 
your ministering brother) or Relief Society Presidency (or your ministering sister) when 
contacted, respond with either a text or by calling them back by 12pm (noon). This event 
is our Stake's coordinated participation with "The Great California Shake Out" focusing on 
communications. If you would like more information visit shakeout.org. This website has a 
Resources tab with information located in the General section about earthquake safety.

In our recent General Conference, Elder David A. Bednar of the Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles spoke to church members about preparedness, you can listen and view his talk 
here.

He gave us four areas to focus on:

1. Emergency Plans
2. Emergency Supplies
3. Food Storage
4. 72-hour kits

You will find this reference in the Proving and Preparation section of his talk.

We hope all will join and participate in our Stake's Communication Drill.

The Murrieta Stake Presidency
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Oct 20, 2020

Dear Stake Members,

The County of Riverside is mandated to move back into the state's most restrictive "purple tier" on the 
COVID-19 tiered framework. For the next three weeks, the church buildings will be completely closed to 
stay in compliance with these guidelines. The church parking lots may be used but the guidelines for 
social distancing and the wearing of masks must be observed. Sunday Sacrament meetings will still be 
held in the parking lots unless there is rain or inclement weather. Meetings on rainy or inclement weather 
Sundays will be held virtually via Zoom. Youth and Primary activities can still be held, but not inside the 
church buildings.

Thank you for helping us comply with these State and County restrictions,

The Murrieta Stake Presidency
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Murrieta Stake Events 
Oct 20, 2020
Purple Tier-Sacrament in Parking lots



Members of the Murrieta Stake:

Our semi-annual blood drive is this Saturday 
from 7:30-12:30 @ the Stake Center.  
Hospitals are in short supply and need our 
donations!

We need your help!

Veteran's Day Weekend - All donors will receive 
a commemorative t-shirt

Please call or text Amy Reddish at 
951-675-1855 to make an appointment or 
go on line at LStream.org/ldsmurrieta.  You 
can also drop in at the Stake Center during 
those hours.

All COVID precautions are in place and is 
safe to give blood.

Please consider donating and saving lives!!!

Murrieta Stake Events
November 14, 2020
Blood Drive  

Brothers and Sisters

The need for blood donors is always great...in 
the current health crisis, your help is needed 
as much as ever!

● Donating blood is Safe
● Controls are in place to protect your 

safety while you donate with “Social 
Distancing”

Donations by APPOINTMENT ONLY!  Use 
the link to reserve your time - MAKE 
APPOINTMENTS

Use EXPRESSPASS on the day of the drive to 
answer the health questions before arriving at 
the stake center...

Details are in the attached flyers...

Questions?  Contact: Amy Reddish  
951-675-1855

Commit yourself to donate and 
Recruit a friend!
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Murrieta Stake Events 
December 21, 2020
Video Christmas Message 

O Holy Night accompanied by Amy Morris

Roger Lovett, Michael Payne, Jeremy Tomsik sang O Holy Night

President Morris & President Whittier give Christmas messages 68

A special 
Christmas 
video 
message 
was made 
by the stake 
presidency 
and primary 
children for 
the Murrieta 
members to 
enjoy. 



Murrieta Stake Events 
December 21, 2020
Video Christmas Message 

     Brad Braithwaite                    Grayson Hatch           Aralyn Harrison                          Paisley Phillips

       Ryan Macias     Serene Clawson                    Zachary Jensen                      Madison Jenson

           Ryann Tracy              Reegan Cano                             Cohen Hatch                   Brady Sorenson

Children featured in the video were asked what they would like for Christmas 
and what they like best about Christmas.
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Stake Events 2020
Public Affairs

Under our Director of Stake Communications Dave Robinson, 
and stake presidency member President Tony Morris and High 
Councilman Grant Tew, our Stake Communications Council 
has continued to work hard this first half of 2020, despite all 
the interesting and unusual challenges presented by Covid19.
  All bimonthly regional meetings, and monthly stake meetings 
have been conducted via Zoom Meetings.
  Some of the highlights for our council have been working with 
our local InterFaith Council. In January our Interfaith 
Specialists, with the help of our stake Relief Society, collected 
3 minivan and SUVs full of warm clothing and blankets to be 
distributed. These council members, Craig Smedley and 
Temple Henry continue to work in our local pantries as allowed 
by state mandates, and distribute food to shut ins. Brother 
Smedley also coordinated a special food delivery in April.
  A few activities have had to be either canceled or postponed 
this year because of the Corona Virus, such as our 
participation with the InterFaith Council’s annual golf 
tournament fundraiser, while other events have continued 
through creativity and technology. The InterFaith’s annual 
Night of Music was put together this year via video 
downloaded to YouTube.
  One of our most successfully yearly events, The Crystal 
Apple Award to honor area teachers and school staff had also 
seen a change this year due to the virus. Generally, a large 
held evening event at the Stake Center with speeches, musical 
presentations, and refreshments, along with awards 
presentations, this year was one for creativity. Not wanting to 
forgo honoring our teachers but yet not being allowed to 
gather, our Crystal Apple Award in 2020 was one of much 
thought and creativity as we coordinated parades to each 
winners’ residence to present the award. 50+ car fulls of stake 
members, some in decorated cars, followed a parade route to 
each winners’ home; honked, shouted, waved, and the student 
nominator presented the award to the recipient. A professional 
video presentation of the parade, along with short videos of the 
winning nominations and thoughts from our Superintendent of 
Schools, Patrick Kelly were put together and presented to the 
winners, each school, and placed on FaceBook pages and 
other social media sources. The Regional Area Church 
Communications in Los Angeles has prompted our Crystal 
Apple parade video to be included in the Church’s PAN training 
website.
  Some other highlights for the first half of 2020 have included 
a Church wide name change for our council from Public Affairs 
to The Church Communication Council.
  

We continue to work with our local food pantries and 
to build bridges as best we can in our community by 
reaching out to area opinion leaders. Through council 
member and Assistant Director Michelle Echiverri we 
continue to build a working relationship with our 
superintendent of schools, Patrick Kelly. We also are 
continuing relationships with our city government by 
helping develop a city wide emergency response plan.
  We’ve tried to step up our efforts in reaching out to 
our community through positivity on social media, 
sharing conference messages, continuing support of 
our local food pantries, and keeping our missionaries 
in our thoughts as well as reaching out to them as 
best we can.

Barbara Kennedy
Assistant Director of Church Communications
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
Murrieta Stake
bkennedylds@gmail.com
951-795-1120

Dave Robinson directing cars during 
Crystal Apple awards
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Murrieta Stake Young Women
2020
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Stake Young Women 2020
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Stake Young Women 2020

Stake "virtual" girl's camp 2020

Stake girl’s camp was supposed to be held at Big Bear, but 
due to local restrictions amid the covid-19 pandemic, we 
went virtual instead. Our Camp Quarantine 2020 theme was 
“Ever More Intentional” based on President Nelson’s quote 
from the April conference: “As we seek to be disciples of 
Jesus Christ, our efforts to hear Him need to be ever more 
intentional. It takes conscious and consistent effort to fill our 
daily lives with His words, His teachings, His truths.” 

On June 9, the day camp was supposed to have begun, we 
started the day with a driveway devotional by wards where, 
while socially distanced, the YCLs were able to introduce 
the camp theme and share a spiritual thought with the 
younger girls. From there, we separated to our homes and 
did Zumba by Zoom with Candace Brandt. After Zumba, we 
began our first selection of workshops. The girls all had a 
choice of two of three activities to engage in by zoom: 
calligraphy, cooking, or painting with Bob Ross. Supplies 
were divvied out previously, along with T-shirts, and the girls 
all came away with either an 8x10 calligraphy message of 
hope, tasty enchiladas to share with their families, or a 
canvas landscape painting. We had a drive by lunch, during 
which wards took turns to come through the stake parking 
lot and be greeted by their ward, stake leaders, and YCLs 
with cheers and posters while they were hand delivered 
sack lunches that included sandwiches catered from 
Benny’s. Our second round of workshops after lunch was 
followed by personal study time. The evening devotional by 
zoom began with the YCLs leading us all in their favorite 
camp songs. The girls put together ‘quarantine-friendly’ 
music videos (ie. Can’t Touch This, I Will Survive) 
previously, which we next showed to the group. And then 
President Payne shared his thoughts on how our sins are 
forgiven every time we’re filled with the Holy Ghost, whether 
it's teaching, testifying, warning, protecting or comforting. 

The stake then split into their own personal ward devotionals 
with bishops to end the night. It was an unorthodox girl’s 
camp for sure, but hopefully had a positive effect on those 
who attended. It'll be a memorable one anyway.

- Amy Zinn
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Stake Young Men 2020

Dan Jones- Member of the Winchester Ward. My wife’s name 

is Michele Jones. We have been married 25 years and have 6 

kids (3 boys and 3 girls).  We are enjoying all the time we 

have spent as a family this last year. We have also enjoyed 

playing with our new grandbaby (when we can steel him from 

our other kids).

Testimony – One of the things that has been a strength to my 

testimony lately has been the scriptures. In a talk I listened 

to, they spoke of the differences between doctrines, 

principles and applications.  For the last year and a half, I 

have been reading the Old Testament and the Book of 

Mormon (this year) and writing down all the doctrines and 

principles I find. It has helped me see new insights. One of 

the things I have noticed is how merciful the Lord is to His 

children and how quick He is to forgive when we turn quickly 

to Him. He understands we will make mistakes. He 

understands we have hard times. He doesn’t always remove 

those, but He provides lessons and peace during the process 

and always there is eventual relief promised.  This has given 

me great hope lately. I also have had a renewed testimony of 

how when we are doing our duty the Lord blesses us with the 

Spirit. With being a High Council representative over one of 

the Wards I was able to learn of a frustration one of the 

members had when they were told they couldn’t use the 

building the day of a planned activity for the youth. I was able 

to pull my councilors in and reach out to this person and offer 

help and suggestions. It was so cool to see all the help and 

ideas that were offered. After that experience I was able to 

think about it for a minute. I felt uplifted in doing what I was 

asked to do in my calling. I felt increased enthusiasm as I saw 

how collectively we could change a frustrating situation into a 

positive one. Finally, I saw how as each of us do our duty we 

can uplift and help each other and make the task at hand 

more manageable. That is a lesson that would not have been 

gained without agreeing to serve and acting in my calling.

Dan Jones - Young Men’s President

Brief Bio--I was born in Van Nuys, 

California, and grew up Canyon Country, 

California. I served a mission in the 

Dominican Republic, Santo Domingo and 

Santo Domingo East Missions where I 

learned Spanish. I graduated from Brigham 

Young University with a Bachelor’s Degree 

in Recreation Therapy in 1996.  In 2005 I 

graduated from Western University of 

Health Sciences with a Master’s Degree in 

Physician Assistant Studies. I currently work 

as a Physician Assistant in Riverside, 

California.

 My wife, Karen Robinson Sweetnam, and I 

were married in the Los Angeles Temple in 

1994. We have 5 children. We currently live 

in Murrieta, CA.

 I love working with the youth of the 

church. Their faith and testimonies 

strengthen me constantly. I am grateful to 

know of our Savior Jesus Christ and his 

infinite atonement. I know this is the 

restored church of Jesus Christ. Russel M 

Nelson is a prophet of God and guides 

Christ’s church on the earth in these latter 

days.

Chad Sweetnam--Stake Young Men’s Secretary
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Stake Young Men 2020

 

Ron Nevares- I am a member of the Winchester 

Ward. My wife's name is Erika Nevares.  We have 

been married 20 years and have three children (2 

boys and 1 girl).  Although COVID-19 took up most of 

the year we have been blessed with time to be as a 

family and have enjoyed learning and growing 

together.  

 

Testimony- Taking the counsel from the prophet and 

apostles, I am learning to "Hear Him."  I have felt the 

need to hear him and help my family learn how to do 

the same.  Every Christmas for the last 15 years, My 

father, brother, and I read the four gospels from 

Thanksgiving to Christmas.  I look forward to the 

Christmas season for that reason.  Learning of the 

life of Jesus Christ makes me want to be like him.  In 

wanting to be like him, I find more time to want to 

serve others and less my own selfish interests.  I 

have been able to recognize his hand in my life.  The 

Scriptures say , "knock and the door shall be opened, 

Seek and ye shall find."  Doing our part by knocking 

and seeking the Lord surely opens and helps us find.  

In the short time I have been in this calling I have 

relied on his help and guidance on how to serve and 

he has blessed me with faith promoting experience 

that have blessed me and prompted me to serve 

more faithfully.  

Ron Nevares - Stake Young Men's First Councilor

Brief Bio- I was baptized a member of The Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints in 1977.  I grew up in 

the San Marino Ward Pasadena Stake. I was envovled in 

the Boy Scouts of America in my youth.  I attended San 

Marino High School and participated in Cross Country 

and Track.  I earned an athletic scholarship to attend 

BYU. I was a Cross Country Team Captain and earned All 

(WAC) Conference in Track.  I met my wife Miko after 

graduation and we have been married since 1992.  Our 

two oldest sons, Jarred (26) and Ryan (25) recently 

graduated from Utah State University.  Ethan (20) 

returned from Guatemala after serving an honorable 

mission during this COVID 19 pandemic.  Ellie (18) our 

youngest and only daughter recently graduated from 

Murrieta Valley High School and will be attending BYU 

in the fall. I enjoy the outdoors especially hiking and 

being in the mountains.  My favorite season is Autum 

and Fall.  I enjoy the fall colors and cooler 

temperatures. I also enjoy the beach too.  We have 

lived in Murrieta since 1996 and were members of the 

Murrieta Ward until 1997 when the new California Oaks 

Ward was created.

Testimony-My testimony of the Savior is growing each 

day. I have always believed in Jesus Christ as our Savior.  

Through reading the sacred scriptures my testimony has 

grown.  The Book of Mormon has helped me 

understand the role of Jesus Christ in God’s great Plan 

of Happiness or Salvation.  I’m grateful for the 

restoration of the Gospel.  It is a great time to be alive 

as we prepare for the Lord’s return. 

 

Dave Baca-Stake Young Men's First Councilor 92



I am originally from Montana and grew up on a ranch near a small town. My family had an outfitting business, so my summers were spent taking people 

fishing and sightseeing on horseback in and around Yellowstone Park. I had some interesting pets, including two raccoons and a pair of black bears – 

which had two or three cubs every year. I grew up skiing and playing basketball, and basketball is still my favorite sport.

I went on a Spanish-speaking mission for my church, along the US-Mexico border. Afterward at BYU, in addition to my Bachelor’s Degree, I also pursued a 

Minor in Spanish. I also went on a couple of fun study abroad trips – one to Mexico for a few weeks, and one to the Dominican Republic for four months.

I met my wife, Lisa, at BYU when she asked me to help her study for Spanish. We have four boys, Trevor, Landon, Carson, and Cameron, who enjoy video 

games, parkour, band and being with friends. We like spending time together as a family doing just about anything. We are big Star Wars fans and are 

always looking forward to the next movie or TV show.  I also enjoy personal development, sales methodologies, systematizing processes, and wondering 

why people and things are the way they are.

My testimony began when as a child in Montana, I was being raised in the gospel by my wonderful mother who had recently remarried to my step-father 

who was not a member of the church.  Since I didn’t have a father in the gospel, several men in the stake jumped in to take-up that role.  One was Grant 

Morrell Bowen (the same mentioned in the October 2018 General Conference talk by Elder Holland, The Ministry of Reconciliation).  I was a member of 

the “struggling little branch of 25” that is mentioned in the talk.  Bro Bowen baptized me when I was 8 and tracked me throughout my youth even to the 

point of arranging a tour of Rick’s College for me when I was 18 even though he had moved out of the state years prior.

The second boost to my testimony occurred when I served my mission.  My 2nd mission president, Karl Loveland, was a huge influence in my life and 

after I returned home he remained in contact with me always trying to set me up with "Mrs. Right” and was even there as one of our two witnesses in 

the temple on my wedding day after I had finally found her.

The third boost to my testimony occurred when I serving as bishop from 2006-2011.  The bishop I served as a counselor to previous to my call somehow 

knew I would be the next bishop and taught me much of what I know today regarding church administration, missionary work and how to work with and 

serve youth & their leaders.

Today, I am looking forward to the 4th boost to my testimony.  It has been great to serve in this Stake as a member of the High Council and to also work 

with the Stake Young Men and Stake Primary presidencies and organizations.  The YM & Primary stake histories will include specific details regarding the 

activities we were involved in.  With COVID-19,  it has been challenging to know how to help in meaningful ways.  I am assigned to Stake YM’s as 2nd 

Counselor, as an HC advisor to the Stake Primary and also to the Winchester Ward’s Elders Quorum.  Other than just offering assistance to Winchester, I 

have not been very involved there.  I enjoy meeting with the Stake Primary and planning.  I was about to fulfill the role of Captain Moroni in a Primary 

activity for boys just before COVID-19 started so the costume is starting to gather dust now.

The most memorable part of the year for me in working with the Young Men was attending ward conferences and preparing for our summer camp 

(which was cancelled due to the virus).  At a time when we were working on the camp theme, scripture and other details, I had an experience in the 

temple just outside of the celestial room in the sealing area that helped me know more regarding what Heavenly Father has in store for our young men.  

That day we had gone to the temple to do baptisms as a family unit along with a young man who had just joined the church and also attended an 

endowment for a departing missionary.  As we were looking at the atrium outside of the celestial room, I noticed the following picture of Jesus Christ, as 

a boy, hanging on the wall.  As I looked at the painting I felt that there was something significant about his gaze and its relationship to the new youth 

program based on Luke 2:52 “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.”  While it is difficult to explain, I felt like God 

was saying something like “pay attention, I have something significant I want you to learn here regarding your calling with the young men.”  Since that 

time and through pondering that experience & the feelings of that came through it, I have understood more regarding our youth’s capability & potential 

spiritual maturity and the kind of progress that Heavenly Father intends these young men to make while they are still in their youth and in the care of our 

program.

Some of the greatest experiences I have with youth is 2020 occurred in my own family since I have 4 young men 12-19, at home right now.  A great 

blessing of COVID-19 is getting to have church at home and getting to watch each of my sons perform their priesthood duties.  It is interesting that in our 

family right now there are 5 men/young men in the home and we each hold one of the five different offices in the priesthood, high priest, elder, priest, 

teacher and deacon.

My best memory of 2020 was when my oldest son, Trevor, was able to baptize one of his friends, Jesse Redick.  The absolute best part of that experience 

was that just by coincidence and with short notice the step-father I mentioned above and my step-mother came into town to visit us.  I had no memory 

of him ever being in an LDS chapel before and to have him present while each of his grandsons participated in the baptism in some way was one of the 

highlights of my life.

Mark Wright -Stake Young Men's Second Counselor

Stake Young Men 2020
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Stake Young Men 2020

Wayne and his wife Shari Phelps relocated to 

Murrieta in the summer of 1989 to start a business 

and grow a family.  They are parents of Marie, 

Tyler, Meagan, Erika, Emilee and grandparents of 

15. Wayne has been involved with the youth 

programs for countless years, serving in many 

callings and seeing many “Squirrely” youth 

become astounding adults and incredible parents. 

Wayne and Shari enjoy traveling the world, seeing 

many countries and communities but always know 

Murrieta is one amazing place.

Testimony--When I was a young boy, I recognized 

that Heavenly Father loves me and knows me 

personally. I had a younger sister pass away when I 

was 12 and going through that dark time helped 

me see just how precious life is, how little time we 

have with loved ones and how much he lifts us up. 

I know Heavenly Father wants me to return to him 

and through his son, Jesus Christ this sweet 

reunion can happen. I have felt many spiritual 

promptings throughout my life that have kept me 

safe, guided me to an amazing happier life, a life 

greater than I could ever have imagined. Temples 

blessings are real, Families can be together 

eternally. I know that the gospel has been restored 

and by living the commandments, we will be 

blessed and all those around will be blessed. I 

know these things are true, I am a witness to his 

unconditional love, now and forever….

 

Wayne Phelps-Stake Young Men's Second Counselor
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Stake Young Men 2020

2020 Stake Young Men’s Presidency (2nd half of the year)

President – Dan Jones

1st Councilor – Ron Nevares

 2nd Councilor – Wayne Phelps

Secretary – Chad Sweetnam

Canceled Events 2020

Much of the year has been marked with desiring to plan activities 

for the youth, but unfortunately each time we feel we might be 

able to do something we are required to postpone it due to new 

or renewed restrictions. We had planned to schedule a summer 

activity, with the hopes that summer might see the pandemic 

subsiding some.  However, while there was some changes in the 

restrictions, it was not significant enough to allow all the youth to 

gather. We then had hopes of planning a back to school standards 

activity, but that was postponed until the November/December 

time frame. We really felt like it might happen and were excited 

for the plans that the Stake Youth had put together. 

Unfortunately, again the numbers of Covid-19 cases increased, 

and we were forced to postpone the event a week before it was 

to occur. We were all disappointed as were the youth. We know 

they want to gather and share in each other’s comradery.  We are 

hopeful we can make something work in the beginning of 2021

Ward Visits 2020

Each of the Wards have done a great job in meeting the 

guidelines, but still having activities that are meaningful and 

helpful for the youth. For the most part they have tended to be 

social and physical activities, since outdoors, where they can 

meet, lends itself to those type of activities.  Here is some of the 

fun activities we have observed:

Priest Quorum Activities - Activities have included events like 

swimming, going to the golf range, cooking, learning to tie a tie 

and shine shoes, learning about gun safety and other aspects 

about guns in preparation to go shooting, learning about the signs 

of the second coming and playing bingo.  Each of them has been 

enjoyed by the youth.

Youth Missionary Social Media Presentation 2020

With the restrictions on missionary activities the shift has been to 

use more social media. The missionaries have a Facebook page 

that they post videos on in hopes that others will view their sight 

and be uplifted by the gospel messages shared and want to hear 

more. To help them with this effort they had a meeting to ask the 

youth to help them with this effort. The missionaries shared 

examples and methods of what they were seeking the youth’s 

help with. The youth were then invited to make short videos that 

could be shared with the missionaries that they could post, to like 

the missionaries’ Facebook page and share links to the sight with 

their friends.

Bishopric Visits 2020

For some time we have been contemplating performing a survey 

with the Bishoprics of each Ward, to gain a more in depth 

understanding of how everything is going with the youth. We are 

now wrapping that survey up in December. We have come away 

with some great insights into what some of the challenges the 

Bishoprics are facing and the youth during these times.  Each of 

them wishes they could do more to bless the young men in their 

Ward. Most of them started out the year strong with the new youth 

program, but as the pandemic hit a lot of the momentum faded. 

We encouraged them to kick it up again during the beginning of the 

next year. Our survey questions consisted of the following:

How frequently are your activities occurring and what percentage 

of the youth are attending?

What things are you doing to make the planning and execution of 

the activities youth led (leader assisted)?

How are you helping the youth and families stay focused on the 

new youth program?

How many YM are on track to receive the Melchizedek Priesthood 

in the next few months (potentially before they go to college)?

List the graduating seniors that are preparing to serve a mission in 

the near future?

For those that are not what are some of the reasons or challenges 

that are preventing them from preparing (are these reasons the 

same for the soon to be High School seniors)?

We want to help the youth be more naturally engaged in 

missionary work, what are some of your suggestions to help the 

youth in your Ward with that? What social media activities can be 

incorporated into your suggestions? How are these coming?

Have there been any experiences shared or what can be done to 

help the youth follow the Prophet and Apostles in learning to hear 

Him?

We also had a few general reminders

Presidency meeting - Handbook 10.4.3

3-month Calendar - Service and Activity Guidelines for Youth

Quorum meeting - Handbook 10.2.1.2

YM have goals set - Handbook 10.2.1.4

Activities include 4 areas - Handbook 10.2.1.3

YM theme repeated at beginning of each quorum meeting and 

other quorum gatherings - Handbook 10.1.3

We are available to help - If you need an extra body at an activity or 

need help with an activity.

All the meetings have been spiritual and uplifting experience of us. 

We are hoping we can use this feedback to better serve them and 

their youth.
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Stake Relief Society 2020
Women’s Conference February 7, 2020

We estimate about 325 were in attendance.  Young Women 
were invited, age 14 and up.  Also in attendance were friends 
and family members from Temecula, and as far away as 
Beaumont and Oceanside.  There was plenty of room for 
everyone, and a beautiful spirit of friendship, learning and love 
filled the chapel and the cultural hall.  
The theme was based on one of Emily’s analogies of a broken 
violin, one without a bridge….although it is an instrument, it 
cannot even be played by the master because it cannot be 
tuned.  In this analogy, she says, “I used to pray to be an 
instrument, now I pray to be in tune.”  And then, to deepen the 
analogy, she added,  the Savior is always standing on the 
sidelines, ready to hand us a new violin when we are ready.  
He is always there for us.  Study the scriptures, pray, and 
prepare to listen, to be in tune.  Harmonizing with the Savior’s 
will brings unexpected joy and blessings to ourselves, and to 
others.  Emily’s life is an inspiring example of what happens 
when we live this principle.  - Marcia Sattley

Guest speaker- Emily Belle Freeman & 
stake relief society president Marcia Sattley
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Stake Relief Society 2020
Women’s Conference February 7, 2020

Stake President- President Whittier Guest speaker- Emily Belle Freeman

Stake Relief Society President- Marcia Sattley Bridgette Guinn, Emma Tomsik, Payne, 
Megan Tomsik, JoAmber Rawlins singing

Heide Roberts on the harp and 
Anna Nelson on the violin

Musical number by Sarah Matthews
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Stake Relief Society 2020
Women’s Conference February 7, 2020

Decorations by Las Brisas ward relief society 
& stake relief society
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Murrieta Women’s Conference
February 7, 2020
“Tune In and Harmonize with the Master”

Thank you to those who contributed:  

Fresh Flowers:  Lisa Payne
Wall Flowers:  Las Brisas Ward Relief Society and Stake Relief Society Presidency
Desserts:   Shari Phelps, Amy Reddish, Stephanie Whittier, Janine Williams
Posters: Keith Randall
Flyers: President Whittier
Photographs: Melissa Welch
Audio Recording: Randy Stratford
Deaf signing: Aubry Richardson and Karen Hollingsworth 

High Councilmen and others who helped during the event:  
Will Sattley, Mark Reddish, Wayne Phelps, Brent Taylor, Bill Prosser, Mark Fisher, Larry Hoyt, 
Grant Tew, Larry Young

Stake Relief Society 2020
Women’s Conference February 7, 2020

MISSION ZONE CONFERENCE 
LUNCHEON 

February 2020 Murrieta Stake hosted 
the February lunch for 80 
missionaries. We served a wonderful, 
filling lunch: pans of homemade 
lasagna, and bowls of cut fruit, and 
salad. (Shari Phelps) Amy Reddish 
baked homemade loaves of braided 
bread. Brownies were dessert. In 
addition, we wanted to provide a late 
afternoon snack. Cookies were made 
by 6 sisters in the stake, and bagged 
up. Nothing is as rewarding as seeing 
the missionaries all together, enjoying 
their training day as a Zone. They 
expressed their gratitude in so many 
ways, we were blessed to be there. 
Little did we know, that this would be 
the last one for a long time.

Charity Kucharyski & Shari Phelps 
helping with the missionary luncheon. 
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Stake Relief Society 2020

When COVID first hit in March, and the 
entire nation was mandated to stay 
home, because of an unknown 
pandemic, no one knew what to expect. 
The first couple of weeks we paid close 
attention to the daily reports on the tv, 
noting the numbers of deaths rising 
daily. Life as we knew it came to a 
sudden halt, as mandated by the 
government. Schools were cancelled, 
all businesses unless they were 
deemed essential were closed. Malls, 
restaurants and most shopping places 
closed their doors. The remaining 
stores open were reduced to grocery 
stores, Costco, Target and WalMart. 
They quickly ran out of staple items: 
beans, rice, top ramen, soups, eggs. 
Hand sanitizers and Clorox cleaners, 
kleenex and toilet paper were almost 
non existent. Lines formed around the 
buildings by local customers waiting to 
be admitted into the stores. Shockingly, 
many shelves were completely bare. 
Seniors were allowed to come at an 
early hour, and could receive a limited 
amount, upon availability of eggs, toilet 
paper, cleaning supplies, pasta, flour. 
Many, especially the elderly were afraid 
to leave their homes. Home deliveries 
became the norm. Amazon delivered 
priority items until they ran low. There 
was a run on the Bishop’s storehouse. 
As a result, they ran out of almost all 
food items within a couple of hours. 
After the first week, necessary 
limitations were placed on the number 
of items that could be obtained. All food 
storage items were sold out within the 
first couple of weeks.

The demand for face masks began to 
circulate. As a result, shelves of fabric, 
elastic, yarn and craft supplies at Wal 
Mart were bare. Within a month, items 
such as flour, yeast, and wheat 
grinders, were unavailable, in stores or 
online. Mac & cheese, paper products, 
pasta, beans, remained in low to empty 
supply for months. All schools and 
universities were closed and students 
returned home. Missionaries from 
foreign countries came home for 
reassignment. Stay at home Moms 
suddenly had freedom from busy 
schedules, but then had to develop new 
schedules monitoring schooling, 
preparing 3 meals each day, and 
managing home life in new ways. Those 
who were graduating high school, were 
prevented from attending proms, 
graduation ceremonies and al other 
anticipated senior activities. It was 
announced that the temples around the 
world were temporarily closing. Under 
the direction of the Stake Presidency, 
Murrieta began having Sunday Zoom 
meetings. Sisters in Relief Society have 
been able to attend a Relief Society 
lesson twice a month. The essential 
nature of Ministering became markedly 
more important as concern for the 
sisters, especially single sisters 
increased. The communication between 
the Elders Quorum and the Relief 
Society organizations became essential 
as a vision was created for Ministering 
and meeting the many requirements of 
the ward members. - Marcia Sattley
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PROJECT: SEWING MASKS 
Everything has practically stopped in its tracks. But true to form, the Relief 
Society Sisters have found ways to continue serving each other and the 
community. One way is by making masks which have not only been in 
shortage at medical facilities, but also are required for everyone to wear in 
public places. Although they do not prevent the COVID19, they act as a 
deterrent for germs to spread through coughing, talking, etc. And the 
Relief Society Sisters, along with many women in the community have 
been making hundreds of masks. Quickly, there became a shortage of 
elastic, but as usual, the sisters across the stake pulled together, digging 
into their stashes, and sharing with each other what they had. When 
someone found elastic, they purchased it, and made it available for others 
who were making masks. This project went on for several months, until 
masks became available again. Many yards of fabric were donated by 
Sue Sawyer. In the end, hundreds of masks were donated to local 
hospitals, the VA, nurses, and medical facilities. 

BREAD/LETTUCE DELIVERIES 
On several occasions, Craig Smedley had access to supplies for the food 
pantries which were closed. He reached out to the Stake Relief Society to 
see if we were able to distribute the products. Some of the offerings were 
of bakery bread. Once he had trucks of lettuce. The ward Relief Society 
presidents picked up the items and delivered them to needy families in their 
wards. 
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Stake Relief Society 2020

PRESIDENT PAINTING CLASS 
In May, we got together with the Presidents for a fun 
day of painting. We met outdoors at Shari Phelps 
home, and spent the morning painting. The best part 
was that the presidents enjoyed getting to know each 
other in an informal setting. 

RELIEF SOCIETY TAILGATE PARTY 
SEPTEMBER 26, 2020 
On Saturday, at 6:30, ninety sisters arrived at the 
Stake Center Parking Lot which was decorated 
with lighted easy ups, and firefly lights on a white 
picket fence. The sisters brought their own lawn 
chairs, and sat in socially distanced groups. A 
box dinner of chicken salad on a croissant, 
watermelon and chips were available. Dessert 
was a jar of caramel and an apple, wrapped and 
tied with a bow. Music was provided by Jared 
Macbeth. We made conference notebooks with 
this message: Shari Dew related this from her 
life: “She was struggling with something in her life. 
She was fasting and praying for answers. Conference 
was coming up and she desired to receive guidance so 
she prepared herself to receive inspiration from 
conference. She related that during that conference, 
every talk addressed her questions. She received 
inspiration, and marveled that a whole conference 
was addressing her concern. Years later she was 
asked to give a talk about this topic. She remembered 
the conference, and went to that year to get her 
inspiration. Imagine her surprise when not one talk 
was about that topic. We invite you to prepare for this 
conference. Write the questions you have in the front 
of this book, then write the inspiration you receive. 
Each sister took a book and one or two for 
sisters who were not present. It was an 
enjoyable, evening, as we got together for the 
first time like this in over six months! It was a 
marvelous event! 
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Stake Relief Society 2020

INDIVIDUAL WARD PRESIDENCY TRAININGS 
Throughout the summer and into the fall, we met periodically with ward 
presidencies usually on a Zoom meeting, to train, and discuss areas of 
concern in each ward. It has been a great blessing for our presidency to 
become more closely acquainted with the ward presidencies, their dedication, 
inspired organization, and creative problem solving especially during 2020. 

GENERAL CONFERENCE-WOMEN’S SESSION OCTOBER 3, 2020 
The Women’s Session of General Conference was held on Saturday, October 
3, at 5:00. We’ve recently had new direction, and could meet inside the 
buildings with Social Distancing, we opted to have the stake center available 
for any sisters who would like to watch the Women’s Session. A total of 15 
sisters attended at the stake center. The message from President Nelson to 
the sisters was “To Embrace the Future with Faith”. Our prophet encouraged 
the sisters: “The future will be glorious for those who are prepared and who 
continue to prepare to be instruments in the Lord’s hands.

CEREAL DRIVE 
Under the direction of Barbara Kennedy who was in close contact with St. 
Martha’s Food Pantry, it was determined that there was a shortage of cereal. 
The Murrieta Stake, under the direction of the Relief Society, and Just Serve 
put together a boxed cereal drive. Our goal was met, and Barbara delivered 
the cereal to a grateful food pantry. 

ORGANIZATIONAL TRAINING MEETING 
The Relief Society Presidencies attended Organizational Training at the 
Stake Center at 7:00 pm on November 12. Due to Covid restrictions, we met 
in separate rooms: Presidents, First and Second Counselors and Secretaries 
all were in attendance. The purpose was to discuss and provide individual 
training on ministering, Missionary Work and to determine how the sisters 
can incorporate Temple and Family History more enthusiastically. Unique 
issues during Covid were also addressed. Attendance was excellent. A 
picture was provided for each presidency member in appreciation for all that 
they do and the great love they have for the sisters in their wards. 
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As 2020 comes to a close, there is a myriad of 
emotions, as I consider the great adjustments 
that have had to be made this past year: 
emotionally, socially and physically. As I 
prepared to seek inspiration from the messages 
at October conference, my prayers were 
focused on how to prepare for the days ahead. I 
was not disappointed, in that it seemed every 
talk encouraged us to prepare, spiritually, 
emotionally, and physically. 

We have been blessed by our inspired leaders, 
who so very recently, reorganized and 
refocused the youth program. This was already 
in place. Remodeling our homes into places of 
Gospel Centered learning was in place. Come 
Follow Me, was in place, and families were 
already beginning to enhance learning and 
studying together. We didn’t forsee having to 
administer the sacrament in our homes, but we 
were prepared, and families found satisfaction 
in doing this together each week. Ministering 
was also in place. Clearly, under these 
circumstances, the obvious need for true 
ministering is more crucial than ever before. 
Ministering with charity is the mainstay of our 
social, spiritual and temporal connections 
within the church. We see a great need for 
friendship and as the months go on, the need to 
minister to each other in the true spirit of love 
will continue to be essential. 

I love the Relief Society presidents in our stake. 
I am inspired and uplifted by their knowledge, 
their organization, their loving kindness, their 
untiring efforts. They have been breaking new 
ground, and clearly are on top of the needs of 
their sisters, ministering with love and 
compassion, even when they are in the throes 
of young children in the home and dealing 
personally with the many challenges of 2020.

Having the temples closed for most of this 
year has been an extreme disappointment. 
Yet, we have been blessed with a plethora of 
new records, and we absolutely can continue 
to feel the spirit of the work in our hearts and 
in our homes. I personally feel the Lord 
knows if we are doing all that we can, albeit 
limited, He will bless us accordingly with 
compensatory blessings. We can be assured, 
the work will go forth, in His way and time.

President Nelson told us this year to buckle 
up, to be grateful, to accept the New Normal , 
“If you really want to embrace a new normal, 
I invite you to turn your heart, mind, and soul 
increasingly to our Heavenly Father and His 
Son, Jesus Christ. Let that be your new 
normal.” He encourages us to repent, to reach 
out and minister, to magnify our callings, and 
to prepare to “meet our Maker.” (A New 
Normal) 

I have found great comfort in his words. They 
are a blessing to me and an answer to my 
prayers. I love my Savior, my friend. This is 
His church, and we are very much engaged in 
the great work of preparing a people to meet 
Him at his glorious coming. 
-Marcia Sattley 2020

Will & Marcia Sattley  
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Murrieta Stake Sunday School
2020

Photo by Melissa Welch, Murrieta Stake Historian



Stake Sunday School 2020
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Stake Sunday School 2020

Grant Tew, Stake Sunday School President
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Murrieta Stake Primary
2020

Photo by Melissa Welch, Murrieta Stake Historian
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Stake Primary 2020

150Rebecca Holmstrom-Stake Primary President and her family
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Patty Payne, Stake Primary First counselor and her family
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Jeanna Clark, Stake Primary second counselor and her family



Stake Primary 2020
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Corina Berumen, Stake Primary Secretary
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Murrieta Stake Seminary
2020
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& Family History

2020
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Murrieta Stake Calendar 
2020

Photo by Melissa Welch, Murrieta Stake Historian



Murrieta Stake Calendar 
January-February 2020
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Murrieta Stake Calendar 
March- April 2020
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Murrieta Stake Calendar 
May- June 2020
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Murrieta Stake Calendar 
July- August  2020
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September- October 2020
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Murrieta Stake Calendar 
November- December 2020
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Alta Murrieta Ward

California Oaks Ward

Las Brisas Ward

Murrieta Springs YSA Ward

Murrieta Ward

Oso Oro Ward

Winchester Ward
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Alta Murrieta Ward
2019

         Scott Morris, Bishop                         Mike Koyle, Ward Clerk                 Nancy Odom, Ward Historian



Alta Murrieta, January – June 2020

 

This year so far has been quite challenging.  Our missionaries have been basically 

locked in their apartments for almost 4 months.  All of the Ward organizations 

have been working hard to figure out how to continue to support, love and 

minister to each other during a time where we can’t meet or gather. We have had 

many zoom online conference calls for the Sunday School and Relief Society 

lessons.  Many Priesthood brothers have been assigned to provide the Sacrament 

weekly to those who need it brought to them during this time of quarantine. The 

Bishop has had many reports of families Administering the Sacrament in their 

home and having incredible spiritual experiences. 

 

The Bishop has reached out to many families periodically and amazingly many 

have enjoyed the slower pace and the ability to worship at home.  What an 

inspiration the Come Follow Me study program had been.  It has blessed the lives 

of families and individuals as we have not been able to meet in person.  There are 

certainly families who have suffered losses of jobs and lower income as many 

have been unable to work to full capacity.  Having said that, the Alta Murrieta 

Ward has been greatly blessed and been able weather the storm of the pandemic 

so far.  Through July 10, 2020, there have been no cases of the Coronavirus hit 

our ward.  Many have had family members and friends get sick and in some cases 

die of the virus, we have been blessed.   

Bishop Scott Morris

Alta Murrieta Ward 2020
Bishop Message

Bishop Scott Morris
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Alta Murrieta Ward 2020
Bishop Message

166Alta Murrieta ward meeting in the church parking lot.  



Alta Murrieta Ward 2020
Bishop Message
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Alta Murrieta Ward 2020
Elders Quorum

Alta Murrieta Elders Quorum History  Jan-June 2020

EQ Presidency Members:

·   Jeremy Tomsik, President
·   Don DeBate, 1st Counselor
·   Jimmy Young, 2nd Counselor
·   Chad Lueck, Secretary

Summary of Events:

Friendship Game Night
o   January 25-26
o   One of our goals for 2020 was to have quarterly Friendship Game Nights.  We worked with the RS 
presidency to organize the first one.  A few families volunteered to host 2-5 other families in their home.  
Families that expressed interest in participating were assigned to groups by EQ and RS presidency and host 
families were asked to extend special invitations to other “focus families”.  The game night was very 
successful, with many new, less-active, and part-member families attending, allowing ward members to get 
to know one another better and strengthen friendships. 

Families Moved by EQ
o   February 5th – Robert and Amanda Layton (move out)
o   February 26th – Opper family (move out)

Ministering/service/visits/blessings
o   Merrily Elsmore – April 30th – several members of the EQ responded to help Sister Elsmore pick up and 
install a new refrigerator when hers stopped working. 
o   Merrily Elsmore – April 10th – received a priesthood blessing to help her recover from surgery
o   Many visits to members without a priesthood holder in the home have been made over the past few 
months to administer the sacrament.  Once authorized by the Bishop, Ministering Brothers were asked to 
contact their families and make arrangements for them to receive the sacrament ordinance weekly until 
we return to normal church services.  Reports have been very uplifting as most of these families had gone 
without the sacrament for an extended period of time and were especially grateful for this opportunity 
they had so missed.  Many spiritual experiences reported.
o   The circumstances resulting from COVID-19 have required increased ministering efforts by the entire EQ 
as more and more families are impacted by the strained economy and the many difficulties associated with 
social distancing, however there has also been a sense of peace and hope that has come from serving one 
another, reconnecting with our families, and from remembering that God is mindful of us and our needs 
and has prepared a way for us to overcome and even thrive during this difficult time.

Temple
o   John Clark called as new Ward Temple & Family History Leader.  Sustained on 1/26.
o   With temples being closed, our focus so far this year has been on reorganizing and training the T&FH 
committee and on encouraging ward participation in family history work, including supporting the Stake 
T&FH committee’s indexing challenge.  Our ward was well represented among the contest winners and, 
most importantly, accomplished a lot of indexing in the process.  The following were the results of week #2 
of the contest.

§  Jonathan Rawlins (459) 1st Place Adults
§  Don DeBate (400) 2nd Place Adults
§  Corinne Bradford (43) Missionaries Waiting Reassignment
§  Brooke Hamilton (20) 3rd Place Youth
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Alta Murrieta Ward 2020
Elders Quorum

Alta Murrieta Elders Quorum History  July-December 2020
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Alta Murrieta Ward 2020
Missionaries
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Alta Murrieta Ward 2020
Elders Quorum
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Alta Murrieta Ward 2020
Relief Society
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Relief Society
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Relief Society
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Relief Society
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Alta Murrieta Ward 2020
Relief Society
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Food Drive bags



Alta Murrieta Ward 2020
Relief Society
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Hot Chocolate treats

Christmas flowers



Alta Murrieta Ward 2020
Relief Society
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2020 2nd Half Summary - The missionary work has been going through a roller 

coaster since July. Any and all baptisms (child or convert) went from only 10 

guests and then up to 20 guests but no more than that. The Facebook page, 

"Disciples of Jesus Christ in Murrieta" has grown a lot since the Ward 

Missionaries have been inviting the members in their Districts to "Like" the 

page, follow and share the page. Starting in October, the Stake Mission started 

an assignment for each ward to submit a short video (2-3 minutes) of either 

your testimony, singing or life experiences. We have had the Dockendorfs, 

Arringtons and Rawlins families put together videos that have gained traction on 

Facebook with thousands of views. We have had a significant change of 

missionaries over the last six months when we started in July with Zone Leader 

Elders and then we were blessed with Sister Missionaries and continue to have 

Sister Missionaries through the end of the year. Missionaries are now only 

allowed to have dinner visits on the weekends but the rest of the week they use 

that dinner time as prime teaching time to share the gospel. We continue to 

schedule elevated Missionary Visits between 7pm and 9pm. Before the end of 

the year, we have 1 scheduled convert baptism for March 21st, 2021 and his 

name is Colin Anderson. We continue to figure out ways to share the gospel in 

light of this continuing pandemic.

 

 

Ward Mission Leader                  Joseph Hyrum Richardson

Assistant Leader                            Joseph Arrington

Ward Missionaries                        Sherry Bishop

                                                          Michael Guinn

                                                           Amy Guinn

                                                           James Odom

                                                           Nancy Odom

                                                           Doug Rawlins

                                                           Aubrey Olivia Richardson

                                                           Darrell Rowe
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Bishop Morris with his twins Alta Murrieta ward youth planning goals

Jennie Rawlins, Young Women president helping  
Peyton Loveless with ideas. 

Alta Murrieta ward kicked off 
the year with a goal setting 
activity during church.  The 
youth were encouraged to cut 
out ideas from magazines and 
paste them to poster board for 
the following categories:

Spiritual
Social

Physical
Intellectual



During this unique time in History our family has seen the 
Hand of the Lord in many ways - I, Jennie, have been 
blessed, though concerned with the health and wellbeing 
of a missionary in Washington State, a student away at 
college, a son commuting into a heavily infected area, and 
a senior in high school dealing emotionally with a heavy 
weight of disappointments, to feel Peace in answer to 
much prayer. I have received personal revelation specific 
to my concerns that has testified to me that my Heavenly 
Father is mindful of me and my needs. Doug shares “How 
I “Hear Him” - I see the hand of the Lord in technology 
advancements that are available to us today. The 
Home-Centered, Church-Supported direction is truly 
inspired and effective with all that we have available 
through the church apps and ChurchofJesusChrist.org. 
Similar advances in technology have allowed me to 
effectively perform my duties at work while being 
constrained to remain at home during this COVID-19 
crisis.
Jonathan says “I’ve noticed the Lord’s hand in my life by 
being protected as I traveled to and from work, that I was 
able to stay awake, and had energy even on days that I 
didn’t sleep well - all answers to prayer. ”
Jeremy shares “I shared with a friend a few months ago 
that times of transition cause us to yearn for constancy 
and stability; two things that are often challenging to find. 
During these past weeks of intense uncertainty and 
change, I’ve found an increased gratitude for Heavenly 
Father’s constancy and his tender willingness to remind us 
of it. He who guides worlds has guided me to find peace 
and He who lifts us has given me opportunity to uplift 
others in unique ways. Alma’s words, “see that ye look to 
God and live”, summarize my hope and trust during this 
time!”
Jillian has lessons stacked up everyday online to the point 
she wonders how she will be able to stand up between 
lessons! (Which is an answer to her prayers and ours!) 
She says one minute its Sunday and then the next minute 
it’s Sunday - time is moving so fast. She says she and her 
companion have been able to contact people they’ve been 
trying to find for months, and that the Spirit is so strong 
even online. During the very beginning of this time they 
were able to see one of those they’d been teaching 
baptized (she was 88 years old and says she has never 
been happier the last several weeks), and so far they have 
committed an additional person to baptism and another is 
close.

Jo says “I have seen God’s hand in my life 
through this trying time in the form of peace. 
Having my senior year be cancelled is a very 
difficult and sad thing for me but because of 
Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ, I have been 
comforted and I know that there is a purpose 
behind this time and greater blessings to come 
if I remain faithful and follow him :)”
We KNOW the Savior is succoring us all in our 
times of need and that prayers ARE being 
answered.

Alta Murrieta Ward 2020
Young Women

Jennie Rawlins- Young Womens President
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Jillian, Jonathan & Doug Rawlins

Jeremy, JoAmber & Jennie Rawlins
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March 7th, the YW16-18 Class Presidency changed to 

JoAmber Rawlins as President, Morgan Debate 1st 

Counselor, Olivia Laws 2nd Counselor, and Bridgette 

Guinn as Secretary.  (These YW would be the ones to 

lead the way serving during the upheaval to our lives 

as the Covid19 Pandemic swept the Earth bringing to 

mind D&C 45:12.)

 

We had a wonderful YW Camp Prep night March 11, 

2020 with the YCLs leading Spiritual, Social, 

Intellectual, and Physical preparation activities for the 

young women.  Cathren Edwards, our Stake YCL 

representative, and Mia Echiverri led the girls in 

building testimony and faith, and in developing a 

closer relationship with Father in Heaven and the 

Savior, as they YW sat on blankets outside the Sky 

Canyon Building under the clouded star filled sky.  

Cathren and Mia bore their testimonies to the girls 

and Cathren gave them a copy of this quote: “To the 

Universe we are specks of dust.  But to the King of the 

Universe, we are everything.”  Libby Vincent and 

Morgan Debate taught the girls to prepare 

emergency kits specific to their needs. Olivia Laws 

and Jacy Rowe helped the young women, and 

leaders, to learn an exercise routine of pushups, 

squats, situps, and burpees, that would strengthen 

them for camp activities (and has, in retrospect, been 

a particular blessing at this time.  Emma Tomsik and 

Hailey Guinn helped the girls develop fire skills (with 

Jeremy Tomsik mentoring them) and enabled us all to 

enjoy yummy s’mores to our hearts content  (right 

outside the kitchen door – I was semi-concerned 

about sparks and a tree there – but “All was well.”}.
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Cathren Edwards bearing her testimony 
to her youth group

Alta Murrieta young women roasting
Marshmallows in the church parking lot
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Little did we know at that time, our lives would be 

dramatically changing.  Over the course of the next 

week schools closed, businesses closed, and church 

meetings were suspended – we were issued by the 

Stake of California a “Stay at Home” order – 

indefinitely – on March 17, 2020 – travel to include 

only what was essential:, grocery store, medical care, 

care of family or friend.  The first several weeks were a 

“Limbo” period – some called it a “Coronacation” – 

but as news of those losing their lives to COVID19 

became an everyday occurrence –30,000 Missionaries 

of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints were 

sent to quarantine at home in their home countries 

and the Temples were closed – things became very 

real. 

 

The Alta Murrieta YW Presidency began reaching out 

to the Young Women immediately to see how they 

were reacting to the upheaval and to determine their 

needs.  In an effort to maintain consistency and build 

unity, Class Presidency meetings and activities 

continued, and we adapted quickly to our more 

intensified technology life.  We all learned to “Zoom”, 

and it was a blessing to still be able to connect this 

way and with Facetime.  We “Spirit Week”,  had 

activities to guess movies, through emojis, had fun 

with a Selfie Scavenger hunt, learned more about each 

other through a Young Women Mix and Match where 

each YW and leader shared something about 

themselves and we tried to figure out who was who – 

it was Hard! But valuable!  We did chalk drawings, and 

a Zoom Exercise Combined activity led by the 

YW12-13, did a self or family photo recreate and 

shared them over Zoom.
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Bridgette Guinn, one of our YW Seniors, 
has written of this pandemic time:

When things first started shutting down due to the 
novel coronavirus pandemic, I didn't realize how 
serious things were about to get. Then, when the 
school physically shut down for the rest of the year 
and state orders were extended, I was devastated. I 
was in denial for a little bit, and then I felt really, 
really sad. It meant that people were dying and 
losing their homes and jobs --- not to mention all of 
the end-of-the-year activities and memories that I 
would miss out on as a high school senior. Since 
then, I've healed a little bit and have been able to 
find happiness in doing things like spending time 
with my family. However, as I've looked back 
through my journal, I've realized that this has also 
been a time of spiritual growth for me. These trials 
have helped me turn to the Lord in ways that I didn't 
think I'd ever be able to, and I've been able to spend 
a lot more time studying the scriptures and coming 
close to Jesus Christ. I've learned that, even when it 
seems like the world is on hold, life still goes on, and 
good things still happen. Missionary work continues, 
and the doctrine of the gospel applies just as much 
as, if not more than ever before! Heavenly Father 
loves and watches over us NO MATTER WHAT, and 
His hand is always stretched out for us to take :) I do 
believe that the gospel is true, and my testimony of 
its truthfulness, as well as that of the Book of 
Mormon, has definitely been strengthened. As it 
says in D&C 122:7, "all these things shall give thee 
experience, and shall be for thy good." Even though 
our trials can feel immensely hard at times, 
Heavenly Father does give them for our good, 
regardless of whether or not we can see it in the 
moment, and when we turn to Him, He can make 
our burdens feel light.

Several of the Young Women were blessed to be able 

to reach out to friends and participate in missionary 

discussions over Zoom, extended Families began 

implementing Zoom Come Follow Me Study, and the 

young women took over teaching their families the 

Come Follow Me Young Women’s Lessons on 

Sundays.

 

We all participated in fasts at the request of our 

Prophet, President Russel M. Nelson, praying that 

our government and church leaders would be guided 

in how to control this pandemic, caregivers would be 

protected, economies be strengthened, and our lives 

be normalized, that those suffering physically, 

emotionally, and economically would have that 

which they needed, and that healing would occur.  It 

was a humbling and leveling time as we reached out 

to friends and neighbors to join us in these fasts, and 

they accepted. 

 

It has been a level-setting time of realization of 

blessings as we have been prepared with counsel to 

have funds and emergency preparations in place, to 

be Home Centered Church Supported as Families, to 

be ministers to others, and to study Come Follow Me 

as Individuals and families, and to set goals (to keep 

the Youth, and through them, the adults,  focused on 

moving forward no matter the circumstances).  As a 

result of the direction we have been given, as the 

class presidencies and leaders talk to the young 

women, they report doing well.  They appear to have 

acclimated.  They probably don’t realize they are 

developing a new normal as yet, but they are facing 

this pandemic with faith, steadfastness, and are 

being blessed with creativity and ingenuity in 

handling the situation beyond what would be 

expected.  They are developing resilience and they 

are letting their lights shine strengthening their 

friends. 
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This is not to say that the Seniors of 2020 – Ciera Beruman, Natalie Ellis, Bridgette Guinn, Lauren Hamilton, 

Alyssa Kucharyski, JoAmber Rawlins,Isabelle Schreiner, Megan Tomsik  have not felt the impact of all their 

school activities halting: sports, choir, drama, band, festivals and performances, prom, gradnight, senior 

recognition, senior assembly, and the final blow, graduation.  There have been tears – but they have dried them 

and press on.  The young women in middle school also bear the brunt of no 8th grade activities – 

disappointment of not being able to perform the Frozen Play they worked so hard on (Becca Tomsik playing 

Elsa, Kailey Dockendorf was Queen Iduna,  Sydney Clark and Hailey Guinn were Castle Staff, Charity Edwards, 

Leeli Hueter, and Kendall were in the Ensemble (Charity said she was so sad to not get to do the “In Summer” 

number)), no concerts, no field day, no 8th grade dance or breakfast, no promotion.  Our 8th grade Young 

Women are Sydney Clark, Kate Clevenger, Charity Edwards, Becca Tomsik, Abby Jones, Kaya Millward, and 

Elizabeth Schreiner.

 

We did our best to do special things for the Seniors and 8th graders.  The Seniors have been treated to a special 

photo session with our YW Specialist, Melissa Welch, special chalk drawings commemorating their graduation 

also done by Melissa Welch, congratulations surprises with a Temple Water Color done by our Secretary Bailey 

Ferrulli, Wise Words sayings, plasti-tak to put things up on their dorm walls, a special Ether 12:4 bracelet, a 

facial mask to face the future with a brightness of hope, and more.  The 8th graders were given a necklace with 

“A virtuous Young Woman CAN change the World” engraved on it.  They all ended up having very special 

experiences for graduation and promotion.  The Schools bent over backwards to help these impacted students 

feel special.  The High School Graduation Car Parade was a big hit for our YW Seniors.  Our YW16-18 Class 

President, JoAmber Rawlins, said, “Graduation was unexpectedly Amazing!! Despite being different from how 

we wanted it, it was a million times more personal and meaningful!!’” (What a way to look at adversity with 

Positivity! Just what we need now!)

Alta Murrieta Ward 2020
Young Women Jan-June 2020
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June 24th,  We had an awesome 

“Video Scavenger Hunt” with the 

boys led by the deacons quorum 

and held at various houses of 

YM/YW Leaders.  The youth had 

a blast and when asked what 

they like best about what they 

did – Zeke Hueter laughed, 

“Seeing Sister Rawlins jump more 

than I did at the car Horn!” And 

JoJo Hueter said, “Getting out of 

the house!!!”  They all wore their 

masks and stayed a reasonable 

distance away.  We washed 

hands frequently, had individually 

wrapped icecream treats, and the 

youth laughed and talked and 

had a semblance of “Youth” that 

was heart-warming.
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The 2nd half of 2020 continued to be a 

time of stretching for all of the Youth, 

increasing their resiliency and flexibility.  

They did their best to stay together, 

support each other and hope for the 

future.  The YW Leaders strove to 

encourage the girls to keep working on 

their goals and to know that they are 

dearly loved.  It has actually been a very 

busy time of being creative and 

imaginative in figuring out ways to 

support the Young Women in their goals 

and support them in pressing forward.

 

July 7th   Over the Summer our Bishop, 

Scott Morris, and our YW Counselor 

working with the YW12-13 Class, Shelly 

Morris, treated the Youth to several 

boating adventures that were much 

appreciated and much enjoyed by the 

youth!  Real Fun as opposed to their 

virtual world.
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July 30th Emma Tomsik, Libby 
Vincent,  Cathren Edwards, and 
Sister Rawlins and Sister Welch 
delivered flowers to our YW16-18 
and visited with them on the front 
porch.

Emma Tomsik & Catherine Edwards delivering 
flowers to Jamie Clark

July 29th The YW14-15 Hosted an 

awesome Joint activity supported 

by YW Leader Charity Kucharyski.  

We met at three different homes 

and created skits.

In August, the long awaited Emblems of 

Belonging arrived as part of the New 

Children and Youth Program and the young 

women had fun choosing silver or gold.  

They are beautiful reminders that these 

beautiful young women belong to the Lord 

and have responsibility to minister to each 

other in His Holy Name.  Emma, Hailey, and 

Becca Tomsik model the Emblems.
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August 12th, the YW14-15 had a fun swim party 

at the Echiverri’s home as we welcomed in 

Sister Sarah Moffat as First Counselor in the 

Alta Murrieta Ward Young Women’s Presidency 

and said goodbye to Sister Charity Kucharyski.

The YW12-13 had a fun game of Floured tag at 

Vintage Reserve Park with Sister Morris and 

Sister Laws.

August 16th the Priests and YW 16-18 had a Spiritual Activity Devotional meeting over Zoom with 

Patriarch Clegg.  He answered many questions for the youth and prepared them for what to expect 

and to be ready to receive their patriarchal blessings.

 

Aug 26th

YM/YW had a Joint Activity meeting in Bishop’s Cul de 

Sac and Hiking in groups of 10 through the “jungle” 

behind Bishop’s housing area and ending back at the 

Bishop’s to have prepackaged (the rules) ice cream 

bars.  We had 44 in attendance which really bolstered 

everyone’s spirits and help them feel a little bit of 

normal.  We were allowed to meet in groups of 10 so 

the hiking groups were two leaders and 8 youth so 

we had 5 groups of 8-10.
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August 29th, Sister Welch and Cathren delivered 

bouquets of flowers that Sister Welch created from 

flowers she had for a photo shoot to all the YW16-18 

to show them a little extra love.

Makenzie Maguire Smith and Cathren Edwards share 

their flower photos

Sept 16th  The YW12-13 had fun 
swimming and roasting 
marshmallows together at Sister

Sept 16th the YW16-18 created beautiful Balloon art throwing darts at Canvas’s in Emma Tomsik’s 

backyard.  It ended up being a slippery gathering – but they all worked together to clean up!
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Mackenzie Maquire & 
Cathren Edwards with
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YW16-18 Taylor Povoromo takes her turn

194



Alta Murrieta Ward 2020
Young Women July-Dec 2020

195Decorating pumpkins at Melissa Welch’s home



Alta Murrieta Ward 2020
Young Women July-Dec 2020

196

Pumpkins 
ready for 

Young
Women 

to
decorate

at 
Sister 

Welch’s 
home.

Sister
Laws

teaching
     girls 

to 
decorate
cookies
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Watercolor taught by Melissa Welch



Alta Murrieta Ward 2020
Young Women July-Dec 2020

Kailey Dockendorf and Charity Edwards create their masterpieces
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The YW12-13 joined the Deacons and went door to door 

asking neighbors for Food donations for the Local 

Methodist Food pantry for Thanksgiving. Despite the 

pandemic, the youth were able to collect a generous 

donation.  

December 2nd, the YW16-18 had a special activity and 

Spiritual Lesson we called a Strength Walk.  We walked 

around Harveston Lake together for exercise – wearing 

masks – to support some of the girls exercise goals for the 

Youth Program.  After walking around the lake, we stopped 

at 4 spots to have mini lessons on Coping in this Pandemic 

Time.  The Sister Missionaries, Sister Hicken and Sister 

Neider, talked to the Young Women about the Church’s 

guidelines and recommendations for Missionaries on 

staying Mentally, Physically and Spiritually Healthy during 

taxing times, Sister Welch and Sister Campbell and Sister 

Rawlins spoke to the girls sharing that we are all there to 

help each other, testifying of the Savior’s Love, and of the 

various gifts we have been given to help us through – 

scriptures, prophets, testimonies, herbs, etc.  We had 8 

young women and one friend in attendance. And were 

lovingly watched over by Bro. Edwards, Bro. Welch and 

Bro. Rawlins. 

The YW12-13 class met together at Sister 

Morris’ house and created Christmas 

ornaments made out of buttons of a variety 

of sizes and colors to add to their families 

Christmas trees or give to a friend.

Kendall Guinn, Maya Loveless, Leeli Hueter, Reese Layne, McKenna Bishop, Abbi Laws, Peyton Loveless and Isabella Korodini 202
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Dec 3rd, Becca Tomsik, Kailey Dockendorf and Young Women’s friend, Daly Hogge helped put 

together 200 popcorn bags and Reindeer Poop (M&Ms) and Candy Cane Seeds (Skittles) prepared 

by our YW First Counselor, Sister Sarah Moffat at her home.  These were the snacks for the Ward 

Christmas Party viewing of Mr. Krueger’s Christmas held at the Washington Building Pavillion on 

Dec. 4th.  YW Leaders helping were Shelly Morris, Karri Fenstermacher, Kristi Koyle, Taylor Dan, 

and Jennie Rawlins.

 

Dec. 9th the Priests and YW 16-18 had a “Favorite Things” activity at Mia Echiverri’s home.  14 

Youth and 3 Leaders and our wonderful YW Mom Michelle Echiverri, participated.  One of the 

highlights of the exchange was a Beta fish shared by Logan Morris.  It ended up going home with 

Mia to share with her niece, Parker.  Cathren Edwards brought a painting she had done, Olivia 

Laws shared fuzzy socks, Mia shared a candle, many shared their favorite candy.  Everyone 

enjoyed their time together and learned a little something more about each other.

 

December 9th, YW 14-15 had a Study and Swig night where the girls brought material to study for 

finals the following week. While studying they made custom sodas with syrup flavoring and soda 

bases.

Dec. 23rd, YW12-13 joined with 

Deacons for a night of jumping and 

dodgeball at Aerosports 

Trampoline park.

Dec. 30th, YW12-13 class wanted one 

more activity before the year ended. 

They met in Sister Morris’ backyard 

for BBQ cheeseburgers and a white 

elephant gift exchange
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Mid April the Ward and the world 

were hit with the COVID 19 

Coronavirus Pandemic.  All of the 

sudden, the youth were not able to 

attend school, seminary or Church.  

For about a month, the young men 

didn’t meet and were very limited on 

the Priesthood service they could 

perform.  During May, the Area 

Presidency finally gave permission 

through the Bishop for families to 

have the Sacrament Ordinance 

performed in their homes.  The 

Young men stepped up and helped 

their fathers as well as Ministering 

brother companions to provide The 

Sacrament to families who had not 

received it in many weeks.  Although 

the young men may not fully 

understand how meaningful that 

was, families were so appreciative. 

 

Since we have not been able to meet 

in person for months, we have had 

many zoom online conference calls 

for both lessons, video gaming and 

learning about professions.  

 

As this is being written in early June, 

the Ward has not met in person since 

mid April.  The Young Men and the 

rest of the Ward are trying to work 

through the “new normal” as they 

have been quarantined and locked 

up in their homes for nearly four 

months. 
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      Alta Ward Priest Quorum

While the COVID 19 Corona Virus has 

continued to rage through the world and 

our Ward, the young men have tried to 

adapt.  Many of the young men continued 

to visit homes to provide the Sacrament to 

families where there was no Priesthood 

holders present.  While California has 

continued to be very strict on what is and 

what isn’t allowed to do, the youth tried 

to wade through the constantly changing 

rules.  We were not really able to have 

youth meet together much until about 

August or September.  In August, the 

entire youth met at the Bishop’s house to 

go on a hike in a green belt wilderness 

area at the end of his street.  This was the 

first time that the entire youth had been 

together since February.  The Priest 

Quorum was in charge of this activity.  At 

the time, the state rules only allowed for 

10 people who were not from the same 

household to be together.  In order to stay 

in line with that, we divided the kids up 

into groups of 10 and sent them on the 

hike separately.  Everyone had to were 

masks and stay six feet apart called “social 

distancing.”  When they got back to the 

Bishop’s house, some of these groups 

stayed in the back yard and others groups 

in the front.  Between four different day 

boating trips to Lake Perris, we were able 

to take many different youth from all of 

the classes and quorums.  They wake 

boarded, tubed, knee boarded and swam.  

These were some of the very few activities 

that we were able to do while keeping 

with the strict pandemic guidelines. For 

many of these youth, it was the first time 

that had tried these activities.  (picture 

included)

209



Alta Murrieta Ward 2020
Young Men Young Men  July-Dec 2020

      Alta Ward Priest Quorum

In December, the very small priest 

quorum went to the golfing range.  We 

discovered that these young men really 

have a lot to learn before they will be 

able to effectively compete as golfers.  

Zeke Hueter, Landon and Logan Morris, 

Dane Warren(leader), Glen Edwards 

(Leader) and Bishop Morris attended.  

We had tried to do this activity multiple 

times over the last few months, but the 

golf course kept randomly being closed 

because of the pandemic. 

Despite this year having many 

challenges, the Priest Quorum has tried 

to stay close and unified.  We are 

looking forward to having more Priests 

join the quorum in 2021 since there 

have been only four who consistently 

attend.  The quorum presidencies have 

consistently reached out to the less 

active members of the quorum with 

mixed success.

Priests Quorum President        Bishop 

Scott Morris

PQ First Assistant                 Zeke Hueter

PQ Second Assistant           Isaac Jones

PQ Secretary                     Logan Morris

PQ Adviser                      Glenn Edwards

PQ Specialist                  Dane Warren

Teachers Quorum President   Seth 

Jones

TQ First Counselor           Joseph Hueter

TQ Secretary             Nathan Scott Koyle

TQ Adviser                        Michael Dan

TQ Specialist                Kevin Campbell

TQ Specialist                  Jared Tomseth

Another Joint activity that the youth held in September was 

meeting at a park in the ward to play frisbee golf.  Again, the kids 

wore masks and were separated into small groups. (Pictures 

included) As a result of the youth being apart for so long because 

of the pandemic, they mainly wanted to be together and it really 

didn’t matter what the activity was.

We met at the Bishops house to start planning for 2021 on mutual 

night in November.  We discussed the types of activities that we 

would like to do.  One of the challenges that the entire youth 

program has had is planning many activities just to have to cancel 

them because of changing rules related to the pandemic 

lockdowns. 

Another activity that the Priests and older young women class did 

was to meet at the Edwards home to learn Dutch oven cooking as 

well how to change a flat tire.  Only a few youth were there that 

night which has been pretty typical with people being sick, as well 

as having concerns about the virus.

In November, we started meeting weekly as a quorum 

immediately after Sacrament meeting for a spiritual lesson.  The 

leaders and boys took turns giving the lessons and learning from 

each other.  All of these lessons were done outside and socially 

distanced so as not to potentially spread the virus.

Frisbee Golf with Alta youth
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Deacon’s Quorum

2020 has been a difficult year due to the COVID 19 restrictions. However, the 

quorum did many great things. We spent time collecting cans for the local food 

bank, mountain biking, going to the park, and doing all kinds of activities that 

would draw the quorum together. We did do many quorum meetings by way of 

ZOOM. We also started having weekly meetings outside of the church building 

after our sacrament meetings.- Matt Jones

 

Deacons Quorum President    Dustin Jay Koyle

DQ First Counselor                         Caden Robert Tomseth

DQ Second Counselor                  Johnathan Eric Bravo

DQ Secretary                                      Kyle Hamilton

DQ Adviser                                           Brett Hamilton

DQ Specialist                                     Terek Cope

DQ Specialist                                     Kevin Vincent

Alta Murrieta Ward 2020
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Ward Mission – Alta Murrieta Ward – Jan-June 2020

 

 

2020 Summary - For the ward mission, we weren't able to have any activities so far 

towards the beginning of the year before Covid-19 shut down the church 

worldwide. When the state of California ordered Social distancing measures, the 

Missionaries had to quarantine themselves in their apartment starting around the 

end of March all the way to the end of June. Most of the time they would do 

Facebook Live teaching lessons or have Zoom meetings (virtual) with families. A lot 

of their investigator families that they were teaching had dropped off which gave 

them time to work with members of the ward. The missionaries in our mission also 

started a Facebook Page called Disciples of Jesus Christ in Murrieta. The 

missionaries are able to post videos of lessons and also their testimonies that can 

reach many people through Social Media. Members of the ward were only allowed 

to give the missionaries groceries so that they can cook the food themselves. The 

missionaries would have to wipe down all the groceries before putting in the fridge 

or cupboards. We have been focusing on service projects for the missionaries to be 

able to get out of the apartment.

 

Ryan Ottman, Full Time Missionary

Christopher Makinah Woo Ching, Full Time Missionary

 

Joseph H. Richardson, Ward Mission Leader

Joseph Arrington, Assistant Ward Mission Leader

Karri Fenstermacher, Ward Missionary

Amy Guinn, Ward Missionary

Michael Guinn, Ward Missionary

Doug Rawlins, Ward Missionary

Aubrey Richardson, Ward Missionary

Darrell Rowe, Ward Missionary

James Odom, Ward Missionary

Nancy Odom, Ward Missionary
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2020 2nd Half Summary - The missionary work has been going through a roller coaster since July. 

Any and all baptisms (child or convert) went from only 10 guests and then up to 20 guests but no 

more than that. The Facebook page, "Disciples of Jesus Christ in Murrieta" has grown a lot since 

the Ward Missionaries have been inviting the members in their Districts to "Like" the page, 

follow and share the page. Starting in October, the Stake Mission started an assignment for each 

ward to submit a short video (2-3 minutes) of either your testimony, singing or life experiences. 

We have had the Dockendorfs, Arringtons and Rawlins families put together videos that have 

gained traction on Facebook with thousands of views. We have had a significant change of 

missionaries over the last six months when we started in July with Zone Leader Elders and then 

we were blessed with Sister Missionaries and continue to have Sister Missionaries through the 

end of the year. Missionaries are now only allowed to have dinner visits on the weekends but the 

rest of the week they use that dinner time as prime teaching time to share the gospel. We 

continue to schedule elevated Missionary Visits between 7pm and 9pm. Before the end of the 

year, we have 1 scheduled convert baptism for March 21st, 2021 and his name is Colin Anderson. 

We continue to figure out ways to share the gospel in light of this continuing pandemic.

 

 

Ward Mission Leader                  Joseph Hyrum Richardson

Assistant Leader                             Joseph Arrington

Ward Missionaries                        Sherry Bishop

                                                          Michael Guinn

                                                           Amy Guinn

                                                           James Odom

                                                           Nancy Odom

                                                           Doug Rawlins

                                                           Aubrey Olivia Richardson

                                                           Darrell Rowe

Ward Mission- Alta Murrieta Ward- July-Dec 2020

213



214

Cal Oaks Ward
2019

Ward Clerks:  Ken Evans & Brent Hales

Bishop Greg Golding Bishop Grant Tew



Cal Oaks Ward 2020
Jan-July 2020

Cal Oaks Relief Society- 
2020 has been a challenging year for the world and the Cal Oaks Relief Society is no different. We had a 
great activity planned in March (about better using and teaching with Come, Follow Me in our homes), that 
was cancelled due to COVID. We as a presidency have continued to check in on individual sisters and 
families during this remarkable time. There have been doorstop drops of shared groceries, Mother's Day 
treats (assembled by the Elder's Quorum and delivered by the ward council) and Father's Day treats. There 
have been special opportunities to serve inactive sisters, and there have been Zoom Sunday Relief Society 
meetings. Our attendance at these meetings has matched what our typical Sunday meeting attendance 
was when we were able to attend church and we see this as a great blessing during a difficult time. Our 
testimonies of family, self reliance and ministering have grown during this time as well as we've seen, more 
than ever, what building strong gospel habits in the home accomplishes, the ways families have been 
blessed by preparedness and hard work, and witnessed first hand the blessings and inspiration of 
ministering done well.-Stephanie Dunn

Elders Quorum- 

Cal Oaks EQ started 2020 with high hopes and great expectations with a Rock N Roll Social, Fathers and 
Sons campout and a lot of in-person ministering visits.  However, before we could get anything off the ground, 
COVID-19 hit and shut everything down.  There have been 3 members of our ward who have contracted 
Covid-19, but all are recovering well.   Unfortunately, we also experienced the passing of two of our quorum 
member families.  Sis Jeanie Larson (Keith Larson’s wife) passed away and our dear friend, Chuck Hoyt also 
passed this year.   Despite the social distancing and State mandated lockdowns, we have been able to stay 
in contact with each of the quorum members through Zoom Quorum meetings, texts, phone calls, front porch 
drop offs and birthday wishes to our members.  We have also tried to ensure that every member of our ward 
is able to take the sacrament each week in their homes.  We don’t have any photographs to submit, but 
hoping the next 6 months will loosen up and allow us to gather and engage in our motto, “Quorum Vos 
Unum.” -Brent Hales

Sunday School- 

In the first six months of the 2020 year, the Cal Oaks Sunday school organization has been fairly busy – 
even with the Covid epidemic.  

In February we held our quarterly teacher council training.  In May we assisted with Mother’s Day by 
delivering treats to all the Mothers and single women in our ward.

 In April we started having Sunday school classes via Zoom.  Participation has been fairly steady.  In 
addition, we have had people teach the lessons who ordinarily have not taught.  We also had return 
Missionaries teach some of the lessons.- Joe Wojcik
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Jan-July 2020

Cal Oaks Primary-This year we were met 
with many changes. The primary children 
started The  churches worldwide new 
program. ￼ ￼ The program was for the 
children turning eight up to eleven. These 
children met with their ￼activity Leaders 
and parents and set goals for themselves.￼ 
The children created image boards which 
they would refer to when trying to decide 
which goals to focus on and when.

In March we were hit with the COVID-19￼￼ 
pandemic. During this time we were not allowed to 
meet together as a ward. The primary continue to 
deliver birthday treats to each child on their birthday. 
For several months we also were not allowed to 
continue with our monthly baptisms. Some families 
chose to baptize their eight-year-olds in different states 
and some may even have an opportunity to be 
baptized in residential pools in the coming weeks. 

As a presidency we missed￼ the children so much we 
wanted to let them know we care, we decided to do an 
ice cream stand. Parents drove their children to the ice 
cream stand and the children were able to pick a 
particular ice cream from the car. We were happy for 
this brief opportunity we had to see their smiling 
faces-Candace Comstock

James Zinn being baptized in his 
backyard
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Cal Oaks Elder’s Quorum History

This past year has been full of challenges, struggles, changes and faith promoting events.  Since March, we 
modified our quorum meetings to online Zoom meetings.  While this was initially a challenge, it brought the 
quorum closer together.  We had great lessons from the instructors and insightful comments and 
participation from the quorum members.  That being said, we were then told to discontinue our Zoom 
meetings, but to hold monthly quorum devotionals instead.  Our instructor, Ray Robinson presented a 
devotional where he discussed 3 mission experiences which were very heart-felt and faith promoting.  His 
devotional certainly blessed the lives of the members of our quorum.   Besides the Zoom meetings and 
devotionals, our quorum presidency has been able to provide personal visits, especially to our members 
living in the Colony.  We were in charge of the ward Halloween Party with the Primary, but knew the older 
quorum members would not attend, so we prepared individual Halloween jack o laterns with more healthy 
treats and delivered them to our quorum members who needed their spirits lifted a little.   We also helped 
prepare Widow baskets for the widows and widowers in our ward for Christmas.  We had several quorum 
members participate in assembling the baskets and actually deliver many as well.  
Unfortunately, several of our quorum members and their families were affected by COVID-19 this year.  We 
were able to give priesthood blessings and blessings of comfort to many individuals and families who had 
fallen ill to this virus.  These small acts of charity, and the opportunities to talk to these senior members of 
our quorum on their door steps gave us a sense of charity, love, compassion, and unity with them.  We are 
grateful for our Savior, for his atoning sacrifice, with the knowledge that things will improve. We look forward 
to brighter days ahead.  We are also grateful  for the leaders of our ward who continue to receive inspiration 
to guide and direct the affairs of the California Oaks Ward as we struggle to overcome this 2020 Pandemic.  
We are grateful for each member of our Elders Quorum and feel blessed to have the opportunity to serve 
each of them during these difficult times.
With love and appreciation
The California Oaks Ward Elders Quorum Presidency
Brent Hales 
Jason Phillips
Scott Stephan
Spencer Brown 

Cal Oaks Sunday School History

I was called to be Sunday School President at the beginning of September.  Shortly afterward, the Stake 
Presidency put an end to the Zoom Sunday School meetings.  Fortunately, by October we've been allowed 
to have live combined youth Sunday School meetings and this has been a blessing.  I know the importance 
of having the Gospel taught to our youth.  I love seeing their participation and their testimonies grow.

I hope and pray that we can get back to more "normalcy", where we can start by having Gospel Doctrine as 
well as the other classes being taught and discussed.  I have a firm testimony of the importance of the 
Gospel and that it needs to be in our lives daily.  I truly believe it's just as important for the teachers as well 
as the students.  

Ian Hendrix 
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Las Brisas Ward
2019

Bishop Brian Connors       Marleen Connors, History Specialist           Casey Davis, Ward Clerk                   Bryce Bishop, Wark Clerk   



Las Brisas Ward Bishopric
Jan-June 2020
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Las Brisas Ward Bishop message
Jan-June 2020

a blessing this has been to those young men, their families and the ward.  How seriously 
they took the charge to pass the sacred emblems of our Savior Jesus Christ.  My heart 
swelled with emotion as I witnessed them in their duties each Sabbath Day.  The Teachers 
and Priests as well were dedicated to the work of salvation.  I love these young men and 
the potential they have to be valiant in the Gospel of Jesus Christ!  This is the first full 
year going forward without a Young Men’s presidency.  That leadership was discontinued 
during the October 2019 general conference.  Richard Slater served as the YM’s President 
for several years prior, and did an outstanding job.  As we move forward with the 
bishopric being more laser focused on the youth, I feel the power of this direction and the 
responsibility as their Bishop to love, serve, train, guide and mentor our young men and 
young women.

The young women have now been organized into 2 age groups to serve the needs and 
fulfill the purposes of the Young Women program by inviting all to come unto Christ.  
Sister Melissa Heisel does an amazing job as their president and the Young Women 
leaders are all engaged and loving to our girls.

As a ward council, we set out once again to create our ward vision.  What a great ward 
council we have in the Las Brisas Ward!  The Spirit of God flows through our meetings as 
we counsel together on the direction of our ward.  After much consideration, prayer and 
counsel, our ward vision for 2020 is “1,000 Moments” and “Create a Ward in Heaven.”  
This vision helps our ward members to build the kingdom of God here on the earth and 
on the other side of the veil.  

When the Coronavirus Pandemic set in full effect about mid-March 2020, we stopped 
attending church services in person each Sunday.  What a horrible situation this has been 
for our ward, city, state, country and even the world.  But what a blessing to be able to 
direct the ward so that we may partake of the sacrament in our own homes.  God has 
blessed us with His Priesthood and it is beautiful to see this in action from week to week.  

Coming together and finding connection points for our ward became a top priority for our 
bishopric.  As we met and counseled, we felt that a ward Zoom account would be ideal to 
invest in and start meeting through technology on a regular weekly basis.  We have seen 
such a great outpouring of dedicated 
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Las Brisas Ward Bishop message
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members who are willing to participate each 
week.  Special talks, musical selections, 
Come Follow Me lessons, Elders Quorum / 
Relief Society lessons and more have been a 
highlight for our ward during this 
challenging time.  The gospel goes forth and 
the work of Salvation presses on as we 
continue to see blessings during these first 6 
months of the year.  Reactivitation, softening 
hearts, ministering to others, gospel centered 
homes, the list goes on and on.

Although we are restricted in many ways to 
get together, Sister Sharla Ralstin had an 
idea to celebrate our high school and college 
graduates during this time.  We all gathered 
in our cars (hard to stay inside the cars) and 
introduced the graduates (14 in all) had them 
parade to music and gave them an 
opportunity to speak.  Paul Diffley from our 
ward, and a member of the school board, 
spoke to the audience and congregation.  
What an amazing event this turned out to be!

Some other highlights - Successful 
Emergency Prep Drills during Sunday Ward 
Meetings (first ever!), Break the Fast BBQs 
with the Priest Quorum at the Bishop’s 
House, Virtual and non-virtual Girls Camp 
for one-day, Sister Missionaries now traded 
out for full time Elders (sisters served in our 
ward for nearly 4 ½ years), Michael Salazar 
(Guam/Portland, Oregon), Thomas Fekete 
(Cincinnati,Ohio), and Caroline Cook 
(Pittsburgh, PA) all left during the first half 
of 2020 to serve full time missions.

Sister Caroline Cook

Elder Jason Fekete

Elder Michael Salazar

Sisters Jensen and Searle served in the 
Las Brisas Ward until May 2020. 
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Las Brisas Ward Sunday School
Jan-June 2020

Sunday School for 2020 - 1st half of the year
The Sunday School Presidency for the first half of 2020 consists of Allen 
Leiper as President, Mark Hatch as 1st Counselor, Everett Bissonette as 2nd 
Counselor and Jason Braithwaite as Secretary.

In the beginning of the year, prior to the suspension of church meetings, 
the members of the Las Brisas Ward were taught by a select group of 
dedicated and exceptional teachers.  The teaching pool consisted of eight 
brothers and four sisters. After the suspension of church meetings, all 
Sunday School classes were suspended, and have remained on hold for the 
rest of the first half of the calendar year.  

In lieu of holding Sunday School classes in person, the Ward Council 
decided to go with a virtual teleconference taught by the Gospel Doctrine 
teacher. Sister Nicole Horlacher led the way in teaching the first couple of 
lessons in a virtual environment on Zoom. Thanks to her dedication and 
willingness to experiment, she enabled the successful transition to the 
virtual classroom where the members of the Las Brisas Ward are fed a 
spiritual feast the first and third Sundays of the month. 

In early May Sister Horlacher was released and Brother Jacob Bogedahl 
was called as one of Gospel Doctrine teachers. Picking up where Sister 
Horlacher left off, Brother Bogedahl has continued to grow the Ward’s 
virtual Sunday School classes.
 
In accordance with Church guidance, the Sunday school curriculum was 
based on the Come Follow Me Book of Mormon lesson manual.
 
Prior to the suspension of church meetings, the Sunday School Presidency 
hosted one teacher’s councils where the teachers of the ward would teach 
and edify each other.- Dave Romney, Bishopric Advisor to the Deacon’s 
Quorum
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Las Brisas Ward Young Men
Jan-June 2020

Young Men for 2020 - 1st half of the year
January 2020 was a busy month of interviewing, sustaining, and ordaining young men to the Aaronic Priesthood 
including new Deacons that were 11 years old and who would turn 12 years old sometime during the upcoming 
year.  What a blessing it is to see these young Deacons take their calling and ordination so seriously - especially 
that of passing the sacrament.  I could also see in their parents eyes, the joy and pride watching their son pass the 
sacrament to the congregation.  

With scouting now discontinued, we began our journey this year with identifying goals for each young man in four 
different categories. These goals would be the catalyst for our weekly youth activities throughout the year. Goals 
would be identified by each young man for spiritual, intellectual, physical and social.  The Priest Quorum held an 
activity night where we helped the boys identify the goals they wanted to achieve during the year.  We then made a 
monthly activity plan that included those goals for the quorum to participate.  What a blessing this direction has 
been.  Although most young men struggle with staying focused on their goals, it has given us an opportunity to 
examine where we stand and how we can move forward to improve those areas in our lives that mean the most to 
us.

When the pandemic and shutdown occurred, we began virtual meetings through Zoom.  In the beginning, it was 
somewhat successful since it was new.  However, the attendance dropped off dramatically as time went on. Partly 
because the youth were starting to get burned out on virtual learning from online school and also the fact that our 
youth best interact with others while in-person. Lessons, activities, service projects and the like are critical to our 
youth's development.

The young men in the Las Brisas Ward are amazing sons of God.  So much potential!  We pray for them as a 
bishopric and strive to do our best to lift them, encourage them and be with them.  As a side note, Jason Fekete 
(Cinncinnati, Ohio), Michael Salazar (Guam/Portland, Oregon) both went on missions after serving in the priest 
quorum.  God bless them for their service!

Bishop Brian Connors, Priest Quorum President

Despite our many bumps and setbacks, 2020 has been a good year for the deacons.  Here are some of our 
highlights:

We kicked off the new Youth Program strong with our Deacon's Quorum Class Presidency consisting of Luke 
Mitchell (President), Brandon Carrino (1st Counselor), Trent Whittington (2nd Counselor) & Cazmere Ross 
(Secretary).  They did an incredible job of planning activities that helped to bring our Deacon's Quorum closer 
together through sports, activities & service projects.

Bro. John Lee & Bro. Chris Cardenas were called as the Adult Advisors of the Deacon's Quorum and they have 
done a great job of connecting with the boys.

Of all of the activities we've done to date, the crowd favorite was serving for an hour at the Bishop's Storehouse in 
Murrieta.  After getting a brief explanation of how the Bishop's Storehouse works and helps individuals/families, 
we had the privilege of restocking the shelves.  We were informed at the end that the shelves have never been 
stocked so well, so quickly.  We are already planning on returning once we are able to.

The landmark event of the year has been the baptism of Joshua Ming-Lee in early March.  Joshua joined our 
Quorum as a convert to the church and has been an incredible member of the quorum.  He brings with him a great 
sense of enthusiasm and a willingness to share the Gospel.  Joshua has brought non-member friends to 3 of our 
activities already. 228
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Jan-June 2020

January 29, 2020 -The Young 
Women supporting Abbie Gratrix 
(a fellow YW) in Concert.

February 12, 2020 - (Pictures shown 
below). The Young Women made 
Valentine’s Day cookies & brought 
them to members of the ward.

February 19, 2020  - (Pictures 
shown below) Combined YW Goal 
Sharing Activity. The girls came 
together and shared the activities & 
goals they would like to work on this 
year.
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Las Brisas Ward Young Men
Jan-June 2020

February 26, 2020  - 
Combined YM & YW 
activity of Service 
Scavenger Hunt
(Pictured shown below)  
The youth was split into 
groups then traveled to 
different members 
houses where they did 
service for them. Once 
finished they came back 
& shared what they did 
and learned. 

Klondike Bars to reward all of the YM and YW who 
participated in the Service Scavenger Hunt!
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Las Brisas Ward Young Women
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March 11, 2020  - YW 
Soccer Night Activity 

April & May 2020 
Quarantine Games
The girls participated in a 
number of games over text 
or Zoom activities where 
they could still connect 
during quarantine. Some 
examples were dress up 
each day in a different 
theme, home scavenger 
hunt, and guessing games. 
These games usually 
involved some prizes like 
sundaes from McDonalds :)

June 3,2020 Graduation 
Celebration
This year we had 4 girls 
graduate from High School 
Class of 2020, which were: 
Chloe Allen, Sarah Curry, 
Aliyah Sierra, & Elyse Smith
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June 9, 202 Virtual Girls Camp (Pictures shown below)
Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, the Las Brisas Ward had a one-day Girls 
Camp with various activities during the day, and culminated with a pool party 
in the evening. The Young Women wore purple T-shirts with the words, 
“Camp Quarantine” on them. 

Las Brisas Ward Young Women
Jan-June 2020

June 17, 2020 - Farewell to the Keller 
girls (pictured below)
A group of YW did a drive by wishing 
the girls well and that they will miss 
them.
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We had the opportunity to put on 
our “Great to be 8” presentation 
with our CTR 7 class in early March 
before everything shut down. It 
was held in the church building to 
allow the kids to have the 
opportunity to tour the baptismal 
font. 

Bishop Connor with primary kids
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Las Brisas Ward Primary
Jan-June 2020

During the quarantine, we 
invited any and all children to 
participate in our “Primary Pen 
Pals” activity. This was just a fun 
way for our Primary children to 
stay connected through snail 
mail during the quarantine. 
Good old fashioned mail can be 
sooo much fun. There was no 
pressure, no due dates, and no 
worries. Once we knew who 
wanted to participate, we 
matched up the Primary kids as 
Pen Pals and mailed them out 
their assignments. We knew that 
this time away from their friends 
could be hard, but hearing from a 
Pen Pal through letters could 
really help brighten everyone’s 
day. We had about 25-30 kids 
participate.
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As a Primary Presidency, we have been 
trying to minister to our children and 
teachers in many ways during the 
quarantine. We make and send out a 
video message to all our Primary kids 
and teachers every Monday. Each 
member of our presidency, the Bishop, 
and our Primary Chorister has made 
videos to share. We deliver “crazy 
socks” to each member of our primary 
as a birthday gift on their birthday. We 
also have made a “master list” of 
everyone in Primary, divided it into 
four, and given one of those lists to each 
member of our Presidency. Each 
presidency member “ministers” to the 
names on that list in the way they see fit 
for about a month. Then we rotate that 
list and continue to minister to the new 
list. We also contact our teachers every 
Monday and ask/remind them to reach 
out to the children in their class once a 
week. 

Bishop Connors, the Primary 
Presidency, and the Primary 
Chorister regularly send video 
messages that are emailed to the 
Primary children via their 
parents’ email addresses.
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Carrie Bissonette, 
Primary 1st Counselor

Becky Mitchell,
Primary 2nd counselor

Sabrina Bishop,
Primary Secretary

Danielle Carrino,
Primary President

Jenae Kennedy,
Primary Chorister 238
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We held a Facebook talent show 
in April where the kids could 
have their parents record or take 
pictures of their talents and post 
it to our ward facebook page. We 
had our teachers and leaders 
participate as well. There was tap 
dancing, magic tricks, playing 
piano, speaking Spanish, writing 
comic books, dirt bike riding, 
cartwheels, trampoline tricks, 
jump rope, animal experts, 
gymnastics, dancing, and arts 
and crafts. We had 28 kids and 6 
teachers participate. 
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We held a “Primary Zoom 
Show and Tell” in May 2020. 
We held two different 
meetings. One for Junior 
Primary and one for Senior 
Primary. Children were 
encouraged to share 
something they had  learned 
in Come Follow Me, a lesson 
or a gift from their Primary 
teachers, Primary Pen Pal 
stuff, or a goal they have set 
or met in the “Children and 
Youth Program”. We had 
about 15 in attendance for the 
Junior meeting and 8 in 
attendance for the Senior 
meeting.

241
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In early June, after 3 months of 
being socially distant from our 
beloved Primary children, our 
primary presidency put together an 
ice cream truck for the kids. We 
mapped out a route from the 
families in the primary who signed 
up and hit the road! We decorated 
the van and had about 9 varieties of 
ice cream. We had primary music 
playing as we drove up to the 
houses. We had enough ice cream 
for the whole family. It brought so 
many smiles and it was so fun to see 
the kids. We visited 23 homes. 
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Relief Society for 2020 - 1st half of the year

The first few months of 2020 brought some exciting changes to the Relief 
Society in Las Brisas Ward. Beverly Ming-Lee became our first new RS 
member when she was baptized on January 25, 2020. At Ward Conference, 
a week earlier, on January 19, 2020, a new Relief Society Presidency was 
sustained: Kathy Jones, President; Becky Green, 1st Counselor; Tiffany 
Lawrence, 2nd Counselor. The outgoing president, Brenda Lawrence, had 
served wonderfully and faithfully for five years, and many sisters expressed 
their gratitude to her and her counselors, Ann Hansen and Heather Heath. 
Diane Brady, thankfully, continued on as Secretary to the new presidency. 
She was a welcome anchor to the three presidency members who were all 
relatively new to Las Brisas Ward.

We soon sustained another new board member, Kristin Braithwaite, who 
joined Ellen Larson and Joanne Bates as Relief Society teachers. Kristin 
also serves as our Compassionate Service Leader. Beverly Ming-Lee was 
sustained as a member of our Relief Society Activities Committee headed by 
Lauryn Gravley.

In February, we had our first Relief Society Activity of the year on February 
11, where we aided the Stake Relief Society leaders in preparing for the 
upcoming Stake Women’s Conference. We had a delightful time socializing 
with one another and munching on yummy treats provided by our leader, 
Lauryn Gravley, as we crafted giant paper flower decorations that would 
adorn the Cultural Hall walls during the social portion of the Conference.
 
February also witnessed some firsts for our sisters at the San Diego Temple. 
Beverly Ming-Lee, our newest convert, was able to take her own names to 
the temple to do baptisms for the dead on February 18, 2020. Two of the 
sweet sister missionaries who taught her, Sister Jeppsen and Sister Weston, 
accompanied her, as well as the new Relief Society President, Kathy Jones, 
along with two former Relief Society presidents, Sister Brenda Lawrence 
and Sister Cindy Morin. Later that week on February 22, Sister Krystal La 
Faye received her endowment at the San Diego Temple with family 
members in attendance along with Chuck and Joanne Bates and Kathy 
Jones from the ward family. February was an especially spiritual month 
due to the wonderful temple experiences of these two dear sisters. 
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Las Brisas Ward Elder Quorum
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In mid-March, we were informed that 
gatherings of church members were 
temporarily suspended, and we were 
unable to assemble for church in 
person.  Our ward has tried to still stay 
connected during this time of social 
distancing.  During this time, we have 
had Facebook Live events and Zoom 
meetings every Sunday.  

One Facebook Live event was for the 
missionary farewell talk from Caroline 
Cook, the daughter of President Cook.  
With Sunday School/Come Follow Me 
lessons taking place on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of the month, the Elders 
Quorum and Relief Society have Zoom 
Lessons on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of 
each month.

Even though we were not able to meet 
as a ward, there were still opportunities 
to serve, as the Elders Quorum  helped 
some members to move in and out of 
the ward.  We did our best to social 
distance, and wore masks when 
requested.  

We look forward to the time when we 
are able to physically be reunited as a 
ward!  But we are happy that the Las 
Brisas Ward has stayed close, even if 
some of our gatherings have been 
virtually due to the current 
circumstances with the Covid-19 
worldwide Pandemic.  
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In March, we managed to squeeze in two more activities before the doors of our 
church building closed. On March 9 we hosted a luncheon for the Sunshine Sisters 
in our stake (senior sisters) at the Stake Center. This was the first of the 
multi-building luncheon format implemented by the Stake Relief Society this year. 
Our luncheon included sisters from our own ward as well as those from Cal Oaks. 
Our new presidency prepared and served a scrumptious luncheon followed by some 
wonderful musical entertainment provided by the very talented Steven Woodbury 
from Alta Murrieta, along with the talents from additional friends and family. They 
took us down memory lane with songs and instruments.
 
Finally, on March 10, we celebrated Relief Society’s birthday with a lovely dinner 
planned and served by our Activities Committee led by Sister Lauryn Gravley. Our 
guest speaker was Sister Christy Janse, who coincidentally had just moved into 
our ward. Her talk on “Establishing Healthy Boundaries” was so insightful and 
much appreciated.  Our RS activity took place just in time! 

The following Sunday, our church doors closed and have remained so until now. 
The outpouring of love and concern for one another has not only continued in our 
ward, but has increased as concentrated efforts have been made to remain diligent 
in our duties as ministering brothers and sisters. We have continued to have Relief 
Society lessons virtually via Zoom where many, yet not all, our sisters have been 
able to attend, including sisters from Primary and Young Women. Ministering 
continues, of course, though a little more limited in a physical sense, due to the 
global pandemic. We have been most fortunate that our sisterhood has remained, 
for the most part, healthy, and Covid-free! We have been blessed individually in 
countless ways, and look forward to communing and worshipping with the saints 
again in the hopefully not too distant future. 

Baptism of Beverly Ming-LeeBeverly with the sister missionaries who taught her, 
Sister Jeppsen and Sister Weston.  The Sisters were 

able to be the witnesses for the baptism.
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Las Brisas Ward Miscellaneous
Jan-June 2020

Before the pandemic hit, Bishop Connors 
had the Priests Quorum over for Break the 
Fast BBQs and Come Follow Me 
discussions on Fast Sundays.

In January and February, we had two 
emergency exit drills near the end of the 
block time for church.  For the first drill in 
January, we had everyone out of the 
building and accounted for within 8 
minutes.

Things went even smoother for the second 
drill that took place in February.  Little did 
we know that the state of emergency we 
would soon be having on a worldwide scale 
when the Pandemic would change 
everything starting in mid-March.

Priest Quorum-March 1, 2020

In May, we bid a fond farewell with a 
drive by “good-bye” to long-time Las 
Brisas members, Jerry and Terri Pulley, 
before they left to visit family prior to 
leaving for a mission.  They have been 
called to the San Salvadore West/Belize 
Mission.  Their original departure was for 
July, but it has been temporarily 
suspended due to the travel restrictions 
due to the Pandemic.

Jerry Pulley, Bishop Connors, Terri Pulley

Members participating in drill
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Las Brisas Ward Miscellaneous
Jan-June 2020

Murrieta Mesa High School - Chloe Allen, Sarah 
Curry, Xavier Gameros, Thomas Fekete, Nick 
Maas, Aliyah Sierra, Elyse Smith

Vista Murrieta High School - Evan De 
Chambeau, Jared Kennedy, Thomas Leiper

Joyceline Fekete - Bachelor of Arts, University of 
CA Santa Barbara

Rachel Kennedy - Masters of Science in Forensic 
Psychology, Arizona State University

Kayla Maas - Bachelor of Science in 
Microbiology, University of CA Riverside

Jaime Whittington - Bachelor of Science in 
Professional Studies/Minor in Marriage and 
Family, BYU - Idaho
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Las Brisas Ward Miscellaneous
Jan-June 2020

A couple of screenshots from our 
many Zoom meetings -
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The San Diego Temple was closed due 
to the Pandemic.  Bishop Connors had 
the opportunity to perform two 
weddings for couples who intend to be 
sealed in the temple someday.  Alyssa 
Bishop married Brenden Winegar on 
June 3, 2020.  It was a small, but 
beautiful occasion.

Las Brisas Ward Miscellaneous
Jan-June 2020

On June 20, 2020, Samantha 
Heisel married Harley Ward.  It 
was also a small but happy 
gathering of family and close 
friends.

All in all, the Las Brisas Ward has made the 
best of a challenging 2020.  At the time that 
this Semi-Annual Report is being written and 
completed in July 2020, there have been 
some recent stricter restrictions to take place 
regarding masks, closures of restaurants and 
non-essential businesses.  Just this past 
week, there have been more announcements 
regarding distance learning when the school 
year starts, and that church gatherings are 
restricted.  We had some high hopes that we 
could resume church in person soon, but 
with Southern California having more 
Coronavirus cases taking place, then any 
(non-virtual) gatherings for church will be 
delayed for a bit longer.  We are grateful for a 
prophet who leads and guides us during 
these tumultuous times.

Marleen Connors - Las Brisas Ward 
Historian
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Bishop connors officiating for Sam & Harley 
marriage in the Welch’s backyard

Sam & Harley at LaJolla beach.
Photo taken by Melissa Welch

Alyssa & Brenden with Bishop Connors
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Las Brisas Ward History 
July-December 2020
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Murrieta Springs YSA Ward
2020

Bradley Snell, Bishop
Steve LaBaron, Ward Clerk
Roger Brewer, Ward Clerk
Dave Kennedy, Ward Clerk



Murrieta Springs YSA 2020

270



Murrieta Springs YSA 2020

271



Murrieta Springs YSA 2020

272



Murrieta Springs YSA 2020

273



Murrieta Springs YSA 2020

274



275

Murrieta Ward
2020

Bob Morrison, Bishop
Mark Cope, Ward Clerk

David Chang, History Specialist
Duane & Lynda Judd, History Specialist
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Murrieta Ward 2020
Sunday School

My name is Marcus Sorenson. My 
wife Jill and I moved from San Diego 
to the valley in 2006 when we got 
married. We absolutely love it. We 
have 3 sons, Wesley (10), Miles (8), 
& Brady (5). I work in retail 
management and Jill is
 able to stay home with our boys. I’ve 
been a member of the church all my 
life and she’s a convert. She was 
baptized when I returned from my 
mission in 2002. I’m currently the 
Sunday School President in the 
Murrieta Ward. I’ve only been in my 
current calling a short time and it has 
definitely been an incredible year to 
serve in Sunday School. During the 
past year a global pandemic, raging 
wildfires across the state of CA, civil 
unrest and other natural disasters 
have been the cause of great 
concern. But like President Nelson 
said this past General Conference, 
“the work of the Lord is steadily 
moving forward.” While we have all 
faced adversity in many forms in 
2020, we have also had the 
opportunity to learn, do and become 
better as a result of all those 
challenges. We have learned 
lessons that perhaps we could not or 
would not have learned any other 
way. While Sunday school has been 
held in many forms, it has been held 
and that is a blessing. Whether 
virtually, at the church building or 
with loved ones in our homes we 
have been blessed by the Come, 
Follow Me program & curriculum. 

This year in particular, as we have had the 
opportunity to study the Book of Mormon 
and the Restoration of the Gospel through 
the Prophet Joseph Smith while reflecting 
on the blessings that are ours as a result, 
my testimony has been strengthened. My 
faith, desire and power to grow closer to 
the Savior has been enhanced. I know He 
lives, I know this is His church and is led by 
the prophet He has called.

281



Murrieta Ward 2020

282



Murrieta Ward 2020

283



Murrieta Ward 2020

284



Murrieta Ward 2020

285



Murrieta Ward 2020

286



Murrieta Ward 2020

287



Murrieta Ward 2020

288



Murrieta Ward 2020

289



Murrieta Ward 2020

290



Murrieta Ward 2020

291



Murrieta Ward 2020

292



Murrieta Ward 2020

293



Murrieta Ward 2020

294



Murrieta Ward 2020

295



Murrieta Ward 2020

296



Murrieta Ward 2020

297



Murrieta Ward 2020

298



Murrieta Ward 2020

299



Murrieta Ward 2020

300



301

Oso Oro Ward 
2020

Mike Rushton, Bishop
Matthew Thompson, Ward Clerk
Leslie Elkins, History Specialist
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Winchester Ward
2020

Brad Guinn, Bishop
Adam Vincent, Ward Clerk
Mark Fisher, Ward Clerk

Erik Olson, History Specialist
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Winchester Ward 2020
Sunday School

Winchester Ward Sunday School History – 2020

The Sunday School curriculum for 2020 was centered on learning and living the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ through the study of the Book of Mormon, following the weekly lessons as outlined in 
“Come Follow Me” for individuals and families.  At the beginning of the year the Ward Sunday 
School Presidency consisted of the following members; Jeff Anderson, Kyle Brunson, Corey 
Wideen, and Tom Newburn.  Sunday School teachers were; Mark Holden, Lisa Payne, Victoria 
Bonus, April Taylor, Haley Guinn, Vilma Cabrito, Stephen Cook, Filipe Vea, Laura Nield, and 
Sandra Carlson.  Teacher council meetings were conducted in January and February – emphasis 
on getting to know each class member personally and reaching them individually with love and 
inspiration, teaching with the spirit, and effective use of church and approved 3rd party 
resources to supplement teaching and lesson development.  In March, regular church meetings 
were canceled indefinitely due to the COVID-19 pandemic and State mandates for social 
distancing.  From April through July, the Ward conducted Gospel Doctrine via Zoom conference 
on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month, this concluded in July at the direction of the Stake 
Presidency.  There were no Sunday School activities through the remainder of the 2020 
calendar year. 
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Winchester Ward 2020
Young Men

This year the Young Men’s program in the Winchester ward experienced all the 
zoomtasic events of the Covid shutdown. Some of the highlights included having 
multiple virtual firesides with the missionaries that were forced to come home during 
the period that many missions were shut down. Many of these missionaries were 
able to return to missionary service. Some were so close to the end of their missions 
that they moved on to college. The missionaries taught the young men and young 
women about how tough, fun, and spiritually wonderful missionary life can be. 

We also had virtual youth activities, including building the tabernacle in a virtual world 
of MineCraft. 

When restrictions were eased we planned socially distanced in-person activities 
including ultimate frisbee and socially distanced water ballon fights. 

For all of us, it has been a year like no other. It had also been a testimony of the 
importance of prophetic foresight. When the Prophet asked us to shift to a 
home-centered church-supported program someone said this was to prepare us for a 
time when we would not be able to attend church in person. I thought that person 
was crazy. After 2020 the Winchester young men are grateful for or Prophet. 

Edward Jensen
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Winchester Ward 2020
Elders  Quorum

The Winchester Ward Elders Quorum was busy providing service during the last six months of 
2020, notwithstanding the world-wide pandemic.  Several families moved out of the ward during 
this time period and asked for help to pack and load the moving trucks.  Some of the moves took 
multiple days to complete and brethren from the quorum gave hours of service.  The families that 
moved included Heidi Mahkorn, Kenneth and Kathy Johnston, Jonathan Dohrman, Bob and Chris 
Hampton, Corey and Rachel Wideen, Wade and Lori Vincent, Adam and Morgan Vincent, Jeff and 
Kriquett Howells, and Daniel and Alicia Powell.

We were also kept busy helping families move into the ward by helping them unload their moving 
trucks.   Some of these arrivals were a surprise and unexpected.  One more than one occasion, 
quorum members, after receiving a call for help, left their homes after dark and welcomed these 
families into the ward and helped then move in. 

Because of the pandemic, the quorum provided service by setting up chairs in the church parking 
lot so members could attend sacrament meeting.  Government policies prohibited meetings inside 
the chapel, so church meetings were moved to the parking lot.  Each Sunday, brethren arrived at 
7:30 am and set up row after row of chairs.  When families started arriving, they would be invited 
to choose their seats.  A quorum member would then remove two chairs on either side of the 
family so they could “socially distance” during the meeting.  Quorum members also set up tables 
for the sacrament and for the speakers.  Following the meeting, quorum members would then 
return the chairs to the racks and place the chairs and tables back inside the building. 

Quorum members also participated in individual acts of service, ministering to other members of 
the ward.  This included purchasing and delivering groceries to members who did not feel 
comfortable leaving their homes because of the pandemic, giving blessings, helping move 
furniture, and leaving plates of goodies on doorsteps.

The quorum presidency was reorganized in the second half of 2020.  Ron Nevares was released 
as the first councilor and CJ Wilcox was called.  Dylan Kennedy was released as second councilor 
and Mark Holden accepted the calling to serve. 
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History compiled by
Melissa Welch, Murrieta Stake Historian
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